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(CANTON AREA CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

Your Chamber Ambassadors
are here for your business.

Scott Anderson, SR Preassure Washing
Emylee Bitner, Bank of Farmington
Samantha Braden, Rhoades Real Estate
Bobby Brown, Flat Branch Home Loans
Joe Christian, MidAmerica National Bank
Stephen Clark, Town and Country Insurance
Jason Coulter, Big Cat’s Bowls

Kiley Davis-Crouse, Davis Buick GMC
Sherri Delost, Jim Maloof Realtor

Kim Fischer, Canton Harvester Inn

Jace Fletcher, Shelter Insurance

Jake Secrist, Mid Century Fiber

Jeromie Hale, Bistro 101

Seth Klinedinst, Crawford’s Home Furnishings
John Lemon - Rise Canton

Dave Lewis, Dave Lewis Studio, Ltd.
Taryn Mellert, Spoon River Electric

JJ Montgomery - Mel’s Sporting Goods
Amanda Reed, MidAmerica National Bank
Chase Shawgo, Ipava State Bank

Codi Swibold, Hy-Vee Food Stores

Dr. AJ Thum, Associates in Dentistry
Nick Wright, Country Financial

Canton Area Ciranrber of Compmence

THE
COURIER

Time Resolutions
by: Christina Metcalf

All business owners/managers usually have more on their
to-do lists than there is time in the day. If becoming more
productive is one of your New Year’s resolutions, we have
suggestions for you that could be a game changer.

One of the biggest productivity challenges is interruptions.
But as a business owner/manager they’re practically in your
job description! You never know when someone will walk in
or call. And while you want potential customers to do this
in abundance, interruptions impact what you accomplish
during the day.

One of the best ways to remain productive through inter-
ruptions is by planning. While you can’t plan interruptions,
you can create a list of things you need to do sorted by the
amount of time it takes to do them (or at least an estimate).
Weather you realize it or not, your day is filled with small
pockets of time. Even when you feel at your busiest, you
likely have a handful of minutes that you aren’t maximizing
currently. Creating this list will help you use every minute of
your workday in the most efficient way.

Most to-do lists are organized around large demanding
activities - the things with a noticeable deadline. Those small
to-do lists are still very valuable, but the “Mystery Minutes”
To-Do list will help you with all the time in between your
large to-dos.

How Does a “Mystery Minutes” To-Do List Work?

First, make a list of the things you must do for your business
that don’t have pressing deadlines or have deadlines months
away that you need to work on bit by bit.

continued on page 7
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EXECUTIVE BOARD

President - Jana Emmons, Ipava State Bank

Vice President - Chad Holloway, OSF HealthCare
Treasurer - Chad Murphy, Spoon River College
Secretary - Erin Watson, Watson Center for Wellness

1f you are an active Member of
the Canton Area Chamber of
Commerce you can host a
Business After Hours.

Most of the time businesses will host a
Business After Hours at a local bar or
restaurant instead of their business
location. It is easier to serve

food and drinks.

Our Chamber office can help you get
connected with a perfect location that is a
current Canton Chamber member to help

you host your month.

Giveaways from your business are

highly encouraged.

Contact the Canton Chamber office to get
more details. 309-647-2677

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Business and Community Development
Jason Gumbart, Apex Seed Company

Government Affairs
Jay Valencia, Canton High School

Member & Public Relations
Diane Bell, Di’s Boutique

Ashton Dare, MidAmerica National Bank
Maggie Cecil, Edward Jones

Jason Elwell, Peculiar Projects

Larrilyn Hall, Wee-Ma-Tuk Hills Country Club
Renee Lewis, Jim Maloof Realtor

Lacey Neal, Rock Valley Physical Therapy
Whitney Parrish, Barnhart, Tinsman & Associates
Alesia Shaw, Graham Health System

Lauren Keets, Student Representative

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS

Jon Johnson, Canton Park District

Mayor Kent McDowell, City of Canton
Superintendent Tad Derenzy, CUSD #66
President Curt Oldfield, Spoon River College

STAFF

Executive Director - Carla Bobell
48 N. Main Street, Canton, IL 61520
(309) 647-2677
cantonareachamber@gmail.com
Facebook CACC61520

www.cantonillinois.org
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WELCOME NEW MEMBER
JC Custom Laser Creations, LLC
l! JC Custom Laser Creations, LLC is owned and operated by James and

Charleen (Charlie) Lingenfelter. They started their business two years ago
at the end of 2020. Training for this specialized job happened in January

4 of 2021. It was started as a small hobby which quickly turned into a small
) . home business. They have high hopes to continue to grow and expand their
ri A specialized business.
9‘ C JC Custom Laser Creations offer custom laser engraving on many items and
materials. Anything from wood, leather, acrylic, glass, powder coated items,

bamboo, and more. Examples of this would be cutting boards, keychains,
; awards, and their favorite tumblers. James and Charlie’s daughter has

EIEHIH Lﬂm‘ [:['Eﬂllﬂlﬁ. 1“: recently joined them on this journey by doing her Laser cut earrings and
have also partnered with local artisans and businesses to engrave on their handmade items. You will find a
few items at Free Byrd in Canton, Timeless Creations at Northwoods Mall in Peoria IL, and they plan to add
some of their custom products in other stores soon. As you would expect of a new start up business, JC Cus-
tom Laser Creations has done many vendor shows in the area. This year
they are looking to engrave on site at vendor shows like Spoon River
Drive.

Everything they engrave is fully customizable and can offer things that
most places do not, which is personalization of anything from your
business logo on a cup to grandma’s handwritten recipe on a cutting
board. They have also created fundraising opportunities for local
groups, custom gifts, business merchandise, custom wedding favors and
more. Charlie states “People bring us items they want to engrave with
something special on them as well”. Not sure what your business logo
would look like on something, no problem they can show you before
you buy.

Currently JC Custom Laser Creations does not have a storefront for you to stop by and see as they are still
currently operating out of their home, however you can call, text or email them to set up a time to speak
about starting an order or any other questions you may have. They are known for having customers over to

' see everything from start to finish and they absolutely love working with their
customers to bring their visions they have to life. If you have an idea and you
do not see it on their JC Custom Laser Creations, LLC Facebook page, just
ask, James and Charlie are open to try new things.

James Lingenfelter 309-202-8862
Charlie Lingenfelter 309-202-8841
JCCustomLaserCreations@gmail.com
facebook.com/JCCustomLaserCreations

48 N. Main Street | Canton, IL 61520 | (309) 647-2677
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SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE IN 2023

With the New Year comes new Chamber sponsorship opportunities for 2023. Sponsorships
are a great way to promote your business and help support wonderful community events that
attract out of towners to come and enjoy our community. Sponsorships show attendees that
you support your community and your Canton Chamber which in turn builds trust in your

business and can create new customers, clients or patients.

Sponsorship Event
SEth Annual Dinner

|I!'-'I-::-n1h of December

. Lead Sponzar 5350
|March & 2023
TRLN Anmvuaal Dinner
SUpporming Sponsor 5178
\tgrch 5 2023 . i
Galf Ouwtng
Lead Sponsor 51,000
Moy 18 2023
Golf Duting R T
Cart 5 podisor
May 19 2023 N
zall Duting
7 Tee Sponsoi S17%
|atay 25 2023 i
Cruise-ln
Lead Sponsor SE00
fune 16, 2023
Crulse-ln
SUpPOMIng Sponsor 51T
June 18, 2023 i
Meetl the Candiclates
Program Sponsor 51258
Maorch & October
Taste of Canton R oo
BB SONEOF
Septembar 24, 2023 :
Taszte ol Canton
SUpROting Sponso 5175
Leptember 24, 2023
Canton Area Young Professionals
Qutimgs Event Spansor SL00
Jnge g Quarter in 2073
Waomen [n Business
Program Sponsar 5100
Movember Ird, 3023 o
Yauth Leadership Academy
PrOgram Sponsor L350
202%-2024 school yeai
Holiday Lightshow Lightshow Display 51500
[rbonth of Decermber Sponsor 51003
Holiday Lightshow
Lead Sponsor L5000
|Month of December Ll y
Holkday Lightsha
e tupporting Sponsor 21T

If you have interest in being a
sponsor for a Chamber hosted
event or have questions about
event sponsorships contact the
Chamber office at 309-647-2677
or email Chamber Director Carla
Bobell at cbobell@cantonillinois.
org.

There are some limits on spon-
sorships so be sure to request
early. View the Sponsorship Chart
for 2023 that gives an overview

of all the sponsorships available
throughout the year.

www.facebook.com/CACC61520
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98TH ANNUAL CHAMBER DINNER

Nomination Form and Information
SAVE THE DATE!

The Chamber Annual Dinner will be coming up on Thursday, March 9th, 2023. Its purpose is to celebrate,
honor and thank the membership and honor the Annual Chamber Excellence Award recipients.
Nominations for the Excellence Awards will begin in January.

Do you know just the perfect person to be nominated for:

Business Person of the Year ~ Citizen of the Year ~ Educator of the Year

Go to the Chamber website to download or print off the application and be sure to have the nomination
sent in to the Chamber office by February 3rd. You can also find the past Excellence Award Winners here.
https://www.cantonillinois.org/wp-content/uploads/ Awards-Nomination-Form-2023.

- Excellence Awards Winners
‘ﬂl-lﬂ- Through the Years

ok g .
AT AN R MEER Citizens of the Year
22 Faula CGrigsby HMIE  jikeverly Jones 19HT Chprlie Wirigehi
I ol Kahler AL Ppud Yionderhaar 15FH 1 Mmmcy Elson
M0 Carlve Bosdles MM Dhave Crigshby 1FR Taminy We'omind
2000 Choad Sarply 143530 day Carrw 1979 Lorinine Fady
il Ron il IR Whoopsg Digrmest 1978 Dodn Caddliasi
T MNick Winnao 1HaT 1l Lgwwas 1977 Wernon Sifees
s Cmrkn Dladeil I9Ee Blmrey White 1976 Ewversid Hosvard
201% Leonsrd Mamand 19435 dIoha Jullins o 1978 Carl Saoldweslel
Mil4  Scoan Miller Jirad Alike A s Walners 1974 DM Sephomiich, Chordon
I Iudy Anderson 14933 Ciermbd Fosemnns Lian, Wialluar Bondovws,
T Irebh Baosilisey 19z Drave & Jayne Ooges Inck Benle, Larry Bymer
110 Kevin Dearing [ErrT ] K obern [RelR emey & Jam Waneicklo
a0 1Ziincly Raiees [ By Stepheamch 15k W allimem Inigorwoll
HOE Jimn SWnats JipED Jck Whiire 152 Maobert Jennmings, Mary
I0E [ Keviin Stepleaisod I9EE Ciens Dannct HSeall & Kd Kaiser
FHIT Terry Parks I1DET  Deves Edwards 157 ] Fiilim LR anas
HG Ciary Baker 1En Leonard (3 Baraard 197 Dw B dalemean
IO0% ek Blinedine 19ES  Jaovecs Elugn 15hete. Bl s
W04 Chuck Tavlar I19Rd  dlin Danaaclly 15 Caeorgs Mathis
MM Clayle Defoney I9EE  Lgo Shacg 15T Werm Boider
" -
Educators of the Year
1 e Eam ARnlomne =43 01 Laynn Seephens TR Pluil Mlupgdiy
Sz Josanh Smrtan L ER ] Julie Jemdkine 1 R Frraw Belayranaedd
EL i Apcey Murmpdee SdHA K ristins Swanndensks i FR Flmrodd .I.I:.\.M
20 Migole Loain SAMIE Boep Formns 19T Highuwd Frier
200E ANlike Sormill SHIT Nancy Hoowprnes 1'¥hE  Shorril Havens
20T Cwmelien Hanghes DM SooaE & sy S imine 198 Fean Panlkner
2008 Kim Feikey 24H%E el Langle 19961 Moaihoring Holem
2005 Jean Edwands 20l Cierald Foailoeer 19968 Sijmnbypy Bansoan
k4 Kyp Mol prens DA Ciary Civsanech 19T Mg Stephomaann
203 Jminice Spadliabkel HHIE  haileine King 15| Faki Bohiler
21 Roban Tonksn . M ke il Beinrdi i
Business Persons of the Year
L b e Famz sks il B imm P Bruirs Sk el L., dArlem Hligps
s = | fsocoay Mrosam Ee bR L] Charbos Mg oy | EHHE Bliprk Pamie
e Flma R Allmrk & e Anddersan SAHA Vil 1R bvir 15FFH Lamrmilvm Plonsges
200 ok Semel 20 Aherley Aachvillnde 199FF  RAns Saooen
2R Ashley Hanped 2T IRenmis Crnw Ford 19 e Dhawed Flah
01T Holb Baolscll 2ty ki Helbew 19k Claude Hicasanmi
MG Shirbey Frankoii & Bend lnpnsscn 0% Joliss Dhaves 9k Aginhony Raobandoe
2S5 Cwiol DRavas HE Speve Hibdses 195E3 Wiasmie [Doakiont
Habd Javie Copus W03 BEallly Burmap 19FE2 W ialbur Moo
I Kewvin & Harricil Willianas HHIZE  Speve Joaclim 19k | Juom Cpater
200 E W, Raisdy Kliisedinsi 23 Bruce Edwards

48 N. Main Street | Canton, IL 61520 | (309) 647-2677
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HOLIDAY LIGHTSHOW THANK YOU

We want to thank local businesses and individuals that helped make the Holiday Lightshow
possible for it’s very first year. Truly a community supported event!

THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO THANK YOU TO THESE LOCAL
DONATED FUNDS TO HELP GET BUSINESSES & FRIENDS WHO

THE HOLIDAY LIGHTSHOW QFF HAVE ASSISTED IN MANY WAYS
THE GROUND THIS YEAR

All those who volunteered at shows

S1000 DONORS

Dr.KrROCK FAMILY SFIORLEarE Da G
DR. RENICK FAMILY

GRAHAM HEALTH SYSTEM
ORWIG AUTO BODY

$ snn DHHGRS 1.,u on River | 1IL.|.I

EARMAC FARMS West Central Powersports
CEFCU oF CANTON
IPAVA STATE BANK 1
JiM MALOOF REALTOR We especially want to
LANCE MORING COUNTRY FINANCIAL g Q
MIDAMERICA NATIONAL BANK thank Tim & PE}"tGﬂ
SNOWMAN REINDEER FARM Lindsey for being the

CARL er LINDA WALTER . ;
masterminds behind

1 $250 DONOR these awesome
FuLTon CounNTY FARM BUREAU .
lightshows.

OTHER DONORS

APEX SEED COMPANY
BILL ¢ JUDY LEITZE W

We also want to thank the many businesses, non-profit organizations and churches who helped volunteer
during the run of the lightshows selling tickets or directing traffic, even when it was cold!

Camp Big Sky, Canton All-Stars, Canton Area Chamber Young Professionals, Canton JEL, Canton Main Street,
Canton SPARKS, Chamber Ambassadors, Chamber Board of Directors, Canton Youth Acres, CHS Band Students
and P&0 Band Club, Community Action Partnership of Central IL, First Baptist Church, Friends of Westview,
Friendship Festival Royalty, Habitat for Humanity, Ingersoll PTO, Kosho Ryu Kempo, MidAmerica National
Bank, and Nagle Accounting & Tax Service

www.cantonillinois.org
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continued from page 1

Next, organize it by the amount of time each item takes. For instance, HEEEREEN
if your to-do list contains “clean out the back storage room” the time L e TS
assigned to that task might be something huge like two days (de- To Do List:
pending on the size of the area). If you're like most business own-
ers/managers, you don't have two days to work on organizing your
storage room. You either need to hire or assign someone to do that or
you must do it when you’re off or closed.

1]
.

1. A\

2, \

3. AL

4 \

5 A\
\

However, if you break the task down into manageable smaller jobs, [}
you can assign each a shorter timeframe. For instance, imagine you 1 6.
have three boxes on the floor in your storage room that you need to

unpack and organize. If you write that as a standalone task, instead of
lumping it in with the entire room organizations project, that job can

be completed in a few minutes.

If you have large tasks break them into smaller components. List each component on your to-do list. While
this will make your to-do list longer, it will also make it more “do-able.” Plus this to-do list isn’t something
you’re going to finish today or even later this week. A Mystery Minutes To-Do List is one that uses down-
time effectively whenever you have it to ensure projects get completed a little bit at a time.

Next, organize the list by shortest activity to longest based on time increments. Your list may have several
5-minute activities, 10-minute activities, 15-minute activities, and so forth.

Then take each task within the category and sort it by importance or upcoming completion date. For in-
stance, if you have three 5-minute jobs with one of them coming due next month (and the rest of them not
being deadline specific), place the task due next month at the top of your 5-minute category.

Throughout the day you’ll have time to work on your prioritized to-do list. You may not always realize
whether you're going to have five or ten minutes at your disposal. So, for those times when you’re not sure
how much time you have, you can either choose the shortest activity on the list or you can select the longer
activity knowing you will need to break it into multiple sessions. There are some occasions where you will
know that you have ten minutes such as before a meeting, phone call or event. Make the most of that time!

It’s easy to allow ourselves to get bogged down
in business. When business is nonstop and we
have a few moments, we tend to use that time to
catch our breath and don't use it efficiently.

However, if you have a list of quick wins that
you can conquer in a matter of minutes you
not only will get more done, but you'll also feel
better about your day and what you have truly
accomplished.

48 N. Main Street | Canton, IL 61520 | (309) 647-2677
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IT”S BACK] GLACIAL GOLF

Sat, Feb. 18,2023 e

Brew-n-Cug

Putt-Putt Golf Tournament Billys Tap

Jack's
Moare's Pulb
Canton Ell's 26

TIAM $100 (Team of Four) ERESEE=

Josie’s Tap
6PM FREE Beer Stein for each player!
Sign up at any participating bar.

Register by Wed. Feb. 8th.
Beginning Location: Country Line Bar & Grill
Ending Location: Billy'sTap =~
W] s ) -
. e
P LACEEE i e
‘MAIN SIREE] [mini

WWW. facebook com/CACC61520

Country Line Bar & Grill
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MESSAGE FROM SPOON RIVER PARTNERSHIP
FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Happy New Year! As this Chamber Courier is being released, we are all ringing in the
New Year together. We hope that you had a Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays the
last couple of weeks!

As with each new year, the Spoon River Partnership for Economic Development is
preparing to present our 2022 Annual Report to the Canton City Council, followed by
the Fulton County Board. In early January, our report will be made available online

R . . Executive Director
at cantonillinois.org or via hard copy upon request at our office located at 48 N. Main Cole McDaniel

Street in Canton.

There has been plenty of projects completed and there is a lot to be announced as part of the 2022

Annual Report, so we hope you stay on the lookout over the next few days for a link and email directly to
the report! Each year SRPED strives to help units of local government, small businesses, community leaders
and residents to further the capacity and hands on initiatives for community and economic development
throughout Fulton County, Illinois.

One example of direct local government assistance from
SRPED has been the recommendation, establishment and
programming of the Canton Business Development District
#1. I will discuss in further detail what a Business
Development District is, and what it means for the City of
Canton, business owners, community members &
entrepreneurs. With the strong foundation that the City of
Canton is putting together, we are already starting to see multiple proposals and potential projects being
introduced. We can’t wait to share more about these exciting projects in early 2023.

SPOON RIVER
PARTNERSHIP

for Economic Davalopment

CANTON AREA CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

48 N. Main Street ~ Canton, IL. 61520
309-647-2677 ~ cbobell@cantonillinois.org
FB: CACC61520

Happy New Year
from the Canton Area )
Chamber of Commerce Let’s make it a great year!

48 N. Main Street | Canton, IL 61520 | (309) 647-2677
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AdM Storage Company

Advanced Rehab & Sports Medicine
American Family Insurance
American Legion Post #16

APEX Seed Company

Art Hossler Auto Plaza

Associates in Dentistry

Axline Pharmacy

Barnhart, Timsman & Associates, LTD.
Ben Hendricks Trucking, Inc.
Buckheart Solar

Camille®s af Canton

Canton Church of the Brethren
Canton Elks Lodge

Canton Family YMCA

Canton Harvester Inn

CEFCU Canton Member Center
Central lllingis Lighting & Signs, Inc.
CFC Properties

COOK Medical

Crawford's Home Furnishings

Dana Smith

Dempster Insurance Agency

First Christlan Church

Froehling. Weber & Schell, LLP
Fulton County Emergency Medical Assoc.
Fulton County Housing Authority
Fulton County 5eptic

Giant Goose Ranch

G-M Mechanical

Harald Jump

Helping Hands Resale Shoppe
Hocker, Fitzjarrald & Richardson, PC CPAs
Holthaus Companies

Hulvey Law

Ipava State Bank

J€ Custom Laser Creations, LLC

January 2023 - Page 10

The 150% Club is an optional membership
upgrade that pravides added exposure faor your
business. By paying an additional 150% of regular
membership dues at the time of your renewal or
new membership, your business can join the
Canton Area Chamber of Commerce 150% Club.

CLUB g

2023 MEMBERS

Jehn Clark

Johnson & Jjohnson, P. C.

Jones surveying & Engineering Corp
Eevin & Debbie Stephenson

Kevim Meade

Kiwanis Club of Canton
Maurer-5tutz, Inc.

Meade Law Office, P. C.
Midamerica National Bank

Mid Century Fiber

Midwest Dental

Monical's Pizza

MWC Advertising - Zak Edmonds
Morth Central Behavioral Health Systems
Dak-Hines Funeral Homes

Official Time Out

O5F Healthcare

Otto Stephenitch

Fhil Miller

Flzza Hut

Progressive Vision Center, LTD

Pure Green, LLC

RE Dixon

Rhoades Real Estate & Land Auctlon
Scott Miller

Sherwin-Williams of Canton

Spoon River Media, LLC

State Farm Insurance - Chuck Taylor
Stinauer Family Dentistry

Timbuk Tech, Inc.

Town & Country Insurance Agency
Unity Paint Clinic of Canton

VR Meat Company

Walgreen's of Canton

walmart of Canton

West Central Powersports

www.cantonillinois.org




