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IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR 
by: Carla Bobell, Executive Director
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WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS
Buckheart Solar 
Line-X of Canton

Spoon River Junction 
Winery

It is that time of year, no, not Christmas, but back to school! 
Some kids are excited to head back, the parents are ecstatic 
but they are also overwhelmed with the preparations.  

If you are a local business you may get 
stressed and feel sales will be down 
because your business does not offer 
“back to school” items. Well, would 
if you thought outside of the box this 
year. Every business can boost sales 
during the back to school frenzy by 
doing some simple things. And there 
is plenty of time before that first day 
of school. 

According to an article in Fivestars blog, author Lisa Furgison 
states that “The average family spends an average of $674 in 
preparation of a new school year according to the National 
Retail Federation”. But with the right marketing strategies you 
can attract parents, guardians, grandparents, college students, 
HS students and teachers to your business. Here are three 
back to school promotions that Lisa suggests your business 
can try:

The Celebratory Parents Promotion
While parents enjoyed making memories with their kids this 
summer, they are ready to send those children back to school! 
If you are a restaurant or coffee shop, you could offer a deal 
on supper for the parents one night or an “I’m not bored, hear 
no more” coffee on the first day of school. If you are a clothing 
store, you could offer a “Kids are Gone” sale or if you have a 
hair salon, offer a free kids cut with one adult cut and don’t 

Carla Bobell
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Q: Can anyone purchase 
Chamber Checks? Who do I 
buy them for and where can I 
buy them?

A: Yes, anyone can purchase Chamber 
Checks. You can buy them for someone who 
lives local for a retirement, birthday, baby 
shower, teachers, pastor, wedding gift, or that 
hard to buy for person. They come in $20, $10 
and $5 increments. You can purchase Chamber 
Checks at the Canton Chamber office at 48 N. 
Main Street or at MidAmerica National Bank 
Canton location. When you purchase Chamber 
Checks, you will receive a list of all the local 
participating businesses. And you are helping 
to support the Shop Local initiative. 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERWELCOME NEW MEMBER
You may have heard recent rumors that a new solar project is 
being planned for Fulton County. The Canton Area Chamber 
of Commerce welcomes Buckheart Solar to our community!

Solar projects are popping up across the country and are a 
new modality of economic and energy growth and expan-
sion. Buckheart Solar is a solar photovoltaic project that will 
generate clean, emissions free energy and substantial local 
revenues for up to 30 years in Fulton County.

Solar power is one of the most cost-effective sources of electricity today, and its ability to generate power 
during high-demand times reduces the cost of electricity for all consumers. The project will support local 
businesses through purchases at area businesses, shops, restaurants, and hotels.

Other economic benefits of this project will include generating new tax payments for local governments, 
by providing millions of new dollars annually without requiring any additional services from the county. 
The project will bring more than 300 jobs to Fulton County during the construction phase; more than 10 
new long term jobs for project operations; and additional work to local subcontractors for site 
maintenance. If built to its full size, the total project capital investment is estimated to be around $800 
million dollars.

The Buckheart Solar Project will not only support the local economy, but it will additionally help local 
farmers and landowners diversify their income through long term, guaranteed solar lease payments at rates 
that exceed the profits from farming. A proposed 8,000 acres of privately owned land will be needed for the 
project, and considerations of panel height and vegetative screening will limit project visibility to 
neighbors and nearby roads. Buckheart Solar values environmental sustainability taking into account the 
long-term effects of the overall project with the foresight to consider how equipment in the project will be 
recycled or reused at end of use. Solar power also benefits soil health due to the long resting period of the 
land, elimination of fertilizer and chemical inputs under panels, and use of native vegetation under the 
panels. When the project is complete, a decommissioning plan will be in place which protects the 
taxpayers from decommissioning costs, allowing the landowner to resume farming after the lease 
agreement expires.

The project will work closely with the Fulton County community to understand local concerns to help 
shape the project design. If all goes well the project could be operational as early as 2025. Blake Murphy 
from Canton, IL was recently hired by Buckheart Solar to act as a community liaison to answer questions 

His office is located in the Spoon 
River Economic Development/
Canton Area Chamber of Commerce 
office building at 48 N. Main Street. 

Blake can be reached via email at 
info@buckheartsolar.com or by 

phone: 309-326-3057.
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RIBBON CUTTINGS THIS YEAR RIBBON CUTTINGS THIS YEAR 

Ribbon Cutting at Georgia Rae’s in 
March. They are located at 54 N. 
Main Street in Downtown Canton. 

A family owned business that is a 
wonderful women’s clothing store 
with accessories and the newest 
styles and trends. 

Facebook page: Georgia-Raes

Ribbon Cutting for Spoon River 
Pressure Washing in April. Owner 
is Scott Anderson.  

Pressure washing available for  
houses, decks, patios, sidewalks, 
driveways and more. Scott also 
hangs Christmas Lights. 

Facebook page: Spoon River 

Ribbon Cutting at Cup of Canton in 
May. They are located at 52 E. Elm 
Street in Downtown Canton. 

A family owned business offering a 
variety of specialty drinks, 
including bubble tea, snacks and 
free Wi-Fi. 

Facebook page: Cup of Canton

Ribbon Cutting at Ben Hendricks 
Trucking, Inc. and BH Materials, Inc. 
in June. Located 47 Enterprise Lane in 
Canton. 

Family owned businesses that provide 
professional CDL licensed drivers and 
offers bulk materials for all your 
landscaping needs.

Facebook page: BH Materials, Inc.
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RIBBON CUTTINGS CONTINUEDRIBBON CUTTINGS CONTINUED
Ribbon Cutting at Harvester Meat 
Company for their new expanded 
processing area in June. Located at 200 
E. Alder Road in Canton. 

They are a family owned butcher 
offering a full meat market with locally 
sourced products. 

Facebook page: Harvester Meat Co.

Ribbon cutting for Renaissance Care 
Center Training Center in June and 
is located at 25 East Side Square in 
Downton Canton. 

They are a certified Nurse Aid Training 
facility. They are certified by the IL 
Department of Public Health to 
conduct CNA training classes. 

For more information call 647-5631.

Ribbon cutting for Buckheart Solar in 
July with a local office located at 48 N. 
Main Street in Downtown Canton. 

They are a proposed 820-megawatt 
solar energy farm for Fulton County 
and will have a local representative in 
Canton. 

Facebook Page: Buckheart Solar

Ribbon cutting for Axline Pharmacy in 
July located inside the Graham Clinic 
at 180 S. Main Street in Canton 

They are a family owned business built 
on personal service, knowledgeable 
and accessible pharmacists, fair pricing 
and excellent customer service.

Facebook Page: Axline Pharmacy-Canton
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HOLIDAY LIGHT SHOW DONATION LEVELSHOLIDAY LIGHT SHOW DONATION LEVELS

CANTON NAPA

AUTO PARTS

The Canton Area Chamber of 
Commerce has teamed up with 
the Lindsey Light Show family 
and will be creating an all new 
show for everyone to enjoy in 
Big Creek Park at the Gary Baker 
Center beginning November 26 
through December 31, 2022. 

We are very excited to start this 
new tradition in our community 
but we need some help. Every-
one will be charged a small fee 
to come and see the Holiday 
Light Show and then those funds 
will be used to purchase new 
lights, supplies and help with 
continued maintenance for years 
to come. However, this year, 
we are depending on donations 
from local businesses and people 
from our community to help us 
get this show off the ground. We 
need to expand the show from the 
size of a front yard to the much 
larger Baker Center building and 
fencing around the pool area.  
We want to help create a quality 
show that is worthy of coming to 
see over and over again. 

Will you consider making a donation 
toward the new Holiday Light Show?

Contact Carla Bobell at the Canton Chamber
309-647-2677 Ext. 2 

 cbobell@cantonillinois.org

The Holiday Light Show crew 
is still needing volunteers. 

If you know how to count and 
can put a light bulb in a hole, 
you qualify to come and help! 

(all donations are tax deductible)
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CANTON AREA CHAMBER CANTON AREA CHAMBER 
YOUNG PROFESSIONALSYOUNG PROFESSIONALS
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A MESSAGE FROM THE A MESSAGE FROM THE 
SUPERINTENDENT OF CUSD #66SUPERINTENDENT OF CUSD #66

TAD DERENZYTAD DERENZY

Tad DeRenzy

This summer the Canton Union School District #66 has worked diligently 
in preparing for the 2022-23 school year. Several projects have been 
completed in the district to improve the schools. Eastview Elementary 
School, Lincoln Elementary School, Westview Elementary School, and 
Ingersoll Middle School all had new windows installed. Lincoln School 
also now has a new heating and cooling system. At Canton High School 
two science rooms and the foods lab were renovated. The foods lab is 
now a much improved area that makes it possible for students to work in 
a true culinary grade work space. At Memorial Stadium the deteriorating 
blacktop in front of the bleachers was replaced with concrete and the fence 
around the track was also upgraded. Both the track at the Memorial 
Stadium and the track at Ingersoll Middle School were resurfaced. These projects were mostly funded 
through federal grant funding as well as some revenue that is received through the one cent sales tax.

The Bundle Promotion
You may be a business that does offer some school supplies, traditional or non-traditional. Create bundles 
that are easy for parents to pick up and go. Add something fun to make it even more attractive, and maybe 
even something for the adult.

The De-Stress Promotion
Back to school shopping can be stressful. Have you seen how long supply lists are these days? And what 
if you’re shopping for more than one child? Shoppers can get overwhelmed, so businesses should create 
promotions that alleviate some of this stress.

A restaurant, for example, could offer a special back to school lunch deal. The promotion could be 
something like, “Back to school shopping is stressful – lunch shouldn’t be. Kids eat free with the purchase 
of two adult entrees.” You can also promote stress-free services like, shorter lines, free refreshments or 
activity centers to occupy young kids.

Think of ways that you can make the back to school shopping experience easier for consumers, and use it in 
your promotion. Guaranteed those shoppers will be back again next year. 

On August 11th all schools will host an open house for students and their 
families. Open house at each school will be at the following times:
Canton High School: 6:00 p.m.- 7:30 p.m.
Ingersoll Middle School: 5:00 p.m.- 6:30 p.m.
Eastview, Lincoln, and Westview Elementary Schools: 5:30 pm -7:30 pm

The start of the school year is a busy and exciting time for students and staff. 
We look forward to welcoming students back on August 15!

Continued from pg. 1
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