
 

 

 

  
 
     
   
 
 
 
 

 

Chair Phil Gregory stands beside a display 

of medicine bottles, trade cards and tools. 

There’s a registered pharmacist license for 

Oliver Savill, partner of Plattenburg Drug 

Store (1874-1908), and more. 

 

Hello, all! I decided to share several 

items brought to the board recently. 

Our Executive Board meets monthly on 

the second Thursday, 6:30 p.m., at the 

Heritage Center. Those interested are 

welcome to attend. 

Review of past board actions 

Committee Chairs keep us informed 

about their activities and propose 

motions to move projects forward.  

At the March board meeting, Mike 

Walters, Acquisitions, reported that he  

had received a collection of Canton 

Country Club’s charter documents. He 

wanted the board’s approval to accept 

the gift; the board voted to approve the 

acquisition. 

Cheryl Bielema reported that the Fund-

raising Committee would soon begin 

formulating plans for a building capital 

campaign. 

Programs presented to IMS History Club 

and listed groups planning to tour the 

museum (now cancelled). They included  

Cuba history students, Graham School 

nursing alumni, and PEO Chapter LY.  

Facilities Co-chair Jim Morgan indicated 

the Camp Ellis exhibit is still growing and 

the committee has stored display units 

off-site to free up more space. 

Please shelter-in-place and stay safe, 

everyone! We’ll let you know when we 

are able to open again. 

Philip Gregory, Chairman 
Canton Area Heritage Center Exec. Board 

Cell: (309) 208-2943 
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Acquisitions Procedures 

Person offering artifact will receive 

a Temporary Deposit Receipt Form, 

certifying ownership and intent to 

donate or loan.  

Committee will research item(s) and 

recommend action to Executive 

Board. Decisions are based on 

meeting the scope of collections, 

condition of item, non-duplication, 

available space (and more). 

With approval, owner of artifact 

will receive, sign and submit “Deed 

of Gift” or “Loan Agreement.”  

Questions?  Contact Mike Walters, 

Acquisitions Chair. 

Phone, (309) 338-6272; or email,  

walters.michael@hotmail.com   

Chair Phil Gregory presents a keepsake to Lucja, Canton High School’s 

exchange student from Poland, at a recent board meeting. She was the 

winner of our holiday drawing. Pictured L-R:  Mike Walters, Phil Gregory, 

Lucja Walkowicz, Jim Morgan and Harold Rose, board members.  

Join us, won’t you?  

Download the dues form and check the 

2020 Members list on  

Heritage Center webpage 

 

 

WELCOME SPRING! 

 

“That’s what I love about 

history: It can really give 

you perspective, solace, 

and hope. It makes you a 

deeper person, and 

maybe even gives you 

that great thing called 

wisdom.”  
 

--Doris Kearns Goodwin  

mailto:mailto:walters.michael@hotmail.com
http://www.cantonillinois.org/heritagecenter


The Doors in Canton, September 13, 1967 
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Did you know Jim Morrison and the Doors sang at Canton High School just as their breakout song, 

Light My Fire, was climbing the charts? It definitely caused a stir as some parents forbade their teens 

to attend, and the Doors “created controlled chaos on stage.” So said 19-year-old Connie Cook 

Smith, who interviewed the band and wrote a feature article for the Canton Daily Ledger.* 

Comments from a few Cantonites who attended the concert, as well as the organizer’s daughter: 

Evelyn Baker: “Terry Van Auker of the Wildlife, Dayton, OH, was opening act for the Doors. 

(second photo L-R ): Deb Rodney, Mary Kay Bailey Watson,  Evan Baker (me), Terry, Diana Johnson 

Reid and Carol Cardot Wages. Carol’s band, The Continental Blues, won the Battle of the Bands 

that evening. We ALL watched the Doors together.” 

Larry Nelson: “I had never heard of the Doors until a week before; then I sat in first row directly in 

front of Jim. He took his time singing and the keyboard player was great. I believe Morrison was a 

poet and more into his poetry than being a rock star. I still think about that concert.” 

Charlie Tarboletti: “I ran spotlight. Did a run through with them and then picked up sandwiches from 

Louie's and ate on the stage with the roadies while the Doors ate at Joe's in Norris.” 

Julie Dawson: “My father, Jerry Dawson, arranged the concert [with Canton Comm. College Dean of 

Housing and Social Activities James Heeren] while he served as Friendship Festival President. 

[Editor’s Note: The college paid for the band as the Doors were touring community colleges at that 

time]. Dad had wanted a name band -- Jefferson Airplane wasn’t available, so he asked my Uncle 

Steve Browning for suggestions. Steve said, get the Doors! The day of the concert, Dad picked them 

up at the airport in our station wagon and took them to eat at Joe’s.. Jim Morrison had catfish. He 

expressed surprise that we ate it here, but said he liked it.” 

Steve Browning: “I knew the Doors - their album had just taken off. I was in a band at the time, The 

Third Booth, and we sat together seven rows back. It was fantastic. They were as good as their 

album. They didn’t talk between songs after Jim made a theatrical entrance, as walking a tightrope. 

I was surprised to see some of my classmates get up and leave. Maybe they didn’t like the theatrics 

or the psychedelic music as much as I did!”  

Did you know? Jim Morrison wanted to make documentary films to permanently capture reality. He said the 

Doors’ name represented the space between life and death. *Cook, C. (1967). ”DOORS Exposed Canton to 

California Reality Cult.” Canton, IL: Canton Daily Ledger. 

New Exhibits: 90th Anniversary of  Ingersoll 
Gymnasium & Canton Sports 

It’s considered an iconic structure throughout Central Illinois. The Alice Ingersoll Gymnasium at 

44 West Walnut Street in Canton is a 3,100 seat facility that was a gift to the Canton 

Union School District from Canton philanthropist Alice Ingersoll.  

Construction of the gym started in June, 1929, and was completed in January, 1930. 

The stock market crash that led to The Great Depression took place October 29, 

1929…but construction of the gym continued. A dedication ceremony took place on 

January 23, 1930, with the first game played there the next night. It was a barnburner 

as Peoria Manual beat Canton, 18-to-17, in overtime. 

In addition to a wooden scale model of the gym crafted decades ago by the late Boyd Johns 

and given to the school district, the exhibit includes a variety of pictures and CHS sports memo-

rabilia of students, from the 1920’s through the 2000’s.  

Kevin Stephenson, Staff Volunteer 

Pictured: Boomer Grigsby’s football letter jacket, Amanda Reneau Sipes’ 

mementos of the 1996-1997 undefeated women’s basketball season, Betty 

Phillips’ GAA letters from 1952, Sharon Collins’ 1955-1956 cheer uniform, 

Nick Gregory’s 2005 letter jacket. Also, Marjorie Moran kept a treasure 

trove of her 1921 senior year in a memory book. All these and more are 

on display at the museum. 
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I’ve been engaged in developing new needs-

based programs in several places. In Pike 

County, Illinois, I helped set up single parents’ 

monthly educational programs to better adjust 

to “singlehood” and the demands of parenting.  

At the University of Missouri-St. Louis, a group 

of us in Technology Services led the campus’ 

development of online courses. We worked 

with faculty members who would be teaching 

them. Later, I joined a new group, the Center 

for Teaching & Learning, whose responsibility 

was assisting faculty to be more successful in 

their careers and in helping students learn.  

Since moving to Canton, we’ve had opportunity 

to co-create popular events that bring visitors 

and residents to our beautiful, historic down-

town. They include the Canton Main Street 

Farmer’s Market, running late May through 

September, and the Art on Main Fine Arts 

Festival held on the first weekend in June. 

Many individuals, businesses and organizations 

were and are still engaged to sponsor and 

grow these programs. Volunteers are key! 

Why I’m involved in this museum. It’s been 

exciting to learn what a proud, unique history 

Canton and Fulton County have experienced.  

All I’ve seen and heard has moved me to do 

what I can to preserve and share our heritage 

for future generations. I want others to get 

excited about the museum and its programs, as 

well! The Canton area has a great story to tell, 

and it’s still unfolding! I’m very happy to have 

had a hand (and heart) in the evolution of this 

new community resource.  

Roles at the museum. I help plan displays, 

events and Facebook stories with my committee 

and edit this newsletter sent to 300+ people. I 

maintain the weekly staffing schedule. I’m also 

serving as 2020-2021board secretary.  

It’s gratifying to see the progress we’ve made. 

I’m privileged to work alongside some very dedi-

cated, passionate people who devote many hours 

to keep the museum viable and our doors open. 

There are opportunities for many more people to 

work with us! I’d love to find out your interests 

and get you involved. Please call me. 

Cheryl Bielema, Secretary and Chair of the 

Programs Committee314 

Cell: (314) 440-0326 
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Meet Cheryl Bielema, Secretary and Newsletter Editor 

Editor’s Note: We’ve introduced our board members 
in the past year as they personally told  their stories. 
It’s my turn, so here’s a bit about my background 
and why I’m involved in the museum. 
 

I was born and raised in Morrison, IL, on our 

family farm. I graduated with a home economics  

major from Illinois State University. I also earned 

advanced degrees at the University of Illinois, 

Urbana-Champaign (UIUC). With over 40 years 

of teaching and community-organizing at both 

UIUC and the University of Missouri, St. Louis, 

I’ve taught online and face-to-face courses for 

teachers. I also trained women and youth in 

leadership and home economics, working in 

University Extension and 4-H.  

Family. We have two children. Our daughter 

Kelly Havens teaches at Westview School in 

Canton and son-in-law Joe farms in the Fulton 

County area. They have 3 children. Our son Kurt 

and his family live in Urbana. Kurt is Art Director 

at WILL public TV station; Megan is a realtor 

and owns Lumen Living Local, specializing in 

event planning and business development. They 

have 3 children. 

Since my husband Ron and I retired and moved 

to Canton in 2010, we’ve gotten involved with 

Canton Main Street, devoted to enhancing our 

historic downtown, and more recently, we 

helped establish the Heritage Center. I’m a 

member of the Altruistic Club of Canton and also 

volunteer with Love, INC. We are members of 

Wesley United Methodist Church. 

My personal mission. I’m a believer in helping 

make the world a better place however and 

wherever you can. 

At some point, many of us will have to consider what 
to do with mementos and collectibles… those of our 
parents as well as our own. Here’s something to 
think about from acquisitions chair Mike Walters. 
 

A donor can give a historic item in a relative’s 

name and the item will be forever preserved. 

Many people simply put historic documents in a 

drawer or box and they are lost forever after 

their passing. No one will ever know what their 

ancestor once did in Fulton County. 

Thanks to eBay, many Fulton County historic 

documents and items are seeing their way back 

into Fulton County collectors’ hands. Thankfully, 

many are ending up in our museum on display. 

It’s nice seeing an individual’s reaction when 

viewing his or her ancestor’s picture, document  

Museum is Closed 
 

For the safety of the public and our 

volunteers, we will be closed until 

Covid-19 dangers are past. 

 

Watch for notices of our re-opening. 

Cheryl accepting the Community Impact Award at 

YWCA’s Women of Achievement program last year. 

or item on display. Why keep that item locked 

away in your filing cabinet or storage boxes? 

Witnessing other museum patrons’ reactions to 

your ancestor’s accomplishments is very reward-

ing and will always be remembered by your 

family. 

Without your contributions, of Fulton County 

memorabilia or even financial contributions, this 

Canton Heritage Center Museum will not survive. 

Call me; let’s talk about what your family has 

saved! 

Mike Walters, Chair 

Acquisitions Committee 

Cell: (309) 338-6272 

 

Heritage Center Acquisitions  
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“Memories of our 

lives, of our works and 

our deeds will 

continue in others.” 

 -- Rosa  Parks 

It was a major military installation in World War II and is now being featured in a new exhibit at the Canton Area Heritage Center. Camp Ellis 
was constructed in 1942 and 1943 north and west of Ipava. The facility covered nearly 80 square miles. Seven hundred farmers and residents of 
Bernadotte had to vacate their land and homes. Camp Ellis was occupied by more than 40,000 soldiers, 1,500 civilian workers, 3,000 construction 
workers, and 2,500 prisoners of war. There were 20,000 buildings on the site, including four chapels and six movie theatres. The inhabitants made 
19,000 phone calls per day, had 224 basketball teams, and raised 95 tons of tomatoes. The base hospital occupied 140 acres and had a single 
corridor that was more than one-half mile long. It contained the latest and best medical equipment in the world at the time. 
  
The Camp Ellis exhibit features a variety of displays depicting what life must have been like there. We also have copies of Mary Kerr’s book, 
WWII Camp Ellis: Homefronts and POWs, at the museum. 
 
 
Kevin Stephenson, 
Staff Volunteer 

Mailing address: 

209 East Chestnut Street 

Suite 2 

Canton, Illinois 61520 

Phone: 309-647-2242 

Fax: 309-647-2712 

Email: cahcpo19@att.net 

 

First location is 111 South Main 

Street, Canton, Illinois 61520 

We’re on the Web: 

www.cantonillinois.org/

heritagecenter 

Preserving our history... 
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NEW EXHIBITS: CAMP ELLIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you like best about Fulton County and the community in which you were raised, worked, or have retired?  

Spread the word about your best memories and the reasons you  love your home community. “Like” our Facebook 

page and join our online community soon - www.facebook.com/cantonareaheritagecenter. 

Wesley United Methodist Church (1824) is one of six churches who have a collection of artifacts at the museum. Other 
churches are the Canton Church of the Brethren (1845), First Presbyterian Churches of Canton and of Lewistown first 
organized as one congregation in Lewistown (1828), The Salvation Army (1883), and Trinity Lutheran Church (1890).  

CHURCH HISTORIES ON DISPLAY 

http://www.cantonillinois.org/heritagecenter
http://www.cantonillinois.org/heritagecenter

