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Canton offers everything you need to live,
raise a family, work, retire, learn, or play.

With its very own hospital, a privately endowed public library, a community college, an exceptional park district,
a top-rated school system, a historic downtown, and access to Fulton County's wonderful outdoor recreation,

we think you will find our community worth calling home.
Come to visit, come to stay. We'll make you feel welcome.

HISTORY
Founded by Isaac Swan in 1825, Canton has a long and fascinating history. It is populated with inventors and

adventurers as diverse as Elizabeth Magie, a contributor to the creation of the Monopoly board game, and Charles
Duryea, who actually developed the first practical automobile. Astronaut Colonel Steve Nagle, the 100th American in

space, is from Canton, as is Bill Cook, founder of Cook Group, Inc., the largest privately held medical device
manufacturer in the world. Perhaps fitting, since Canton is surrounded by rich and bountiful farmland, the town is best
known for the genius of William Parlin, and his business partner, William Orendorff, who created the P&O Plowworks,

which later became International Harvester - Canton Works.

The Canton community today has the same drive for
innovation and creative thinking, thriving when

other small communities may have lost sight of the
very thing that made them special.

We cherish our heritage, we take advantage of the
opportunities available today, and we can't wait for the future.
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The City of Canton operates under a Mayor-aldermanic form of government, with a Mayor as the
chief executive officer and eight aldermen, representing four wards, serving as the City Council.

Administration of City government is headed by the Mayor who is elected on at-large basis for a four-year term.
Although the Mayor and aldermen all serve for four years, half of the city council members

are up for elections every two years.

The City Council makes up the policy that directs the City government to meet the wants and needs of its residents. The
City Council has the responsibility for setting all municipal policies not designated by City charter or state legislation

such as adopting ordinances and resolutions and approving the city budget. 
The City Council meets on the first and third Tuesdays of every month. Eight committees, each with a chairman, are

comprised to present and work through City issues in order to recommend policy. Those committees include:

Finance
Community & Industrial Development
Negotiations, Grievance & Personnel

Public Works, Water & Sewer
Streets & Garbage

Lake, Buildings & Ground
Public Safety & Traffic

Legal & Ordinance

Meetings are held at the historic train depot located at 50 N. 4th Ave. (Donald E. Edwards Way)
Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. unless otherwise noticed.  All agendas and minutes are posted on this website under

Resident Information, Agendas/Minutes. Agendas are also posted onsite at the Depot at least 48 hours in advance,
per the Open Meetings Act. Minutes are posted on this website after approval by council at the following meeting. 

All citizens are encouraged to attend and participate in these meetings.  Citizens are allowed to address the council by
completing a Public Participation Request Form (available at cantonillinois.org) and submitting it to the City Clerk by

noon on the Friday prior to the meeting at which they wish to speak.



Wallace Park 

Lakeland Park 

Big Creek Park 

Ingersoll Airport 

Big Creek Pool 
250 South Avenue D 

Canton, IL  61520 

309.647.1345 

Big Creek Park Pool is open 12pm-7pm daily from Memorial Day weekend 
 

 

940 North Main St. 

Canton, IL  61520 

309.647.7665 (POOL) 

www.cantonpark.org 

Visit us on Facebook  
and Instagram!  

Present this program or coupon and receive 
ONE FREE ADMISSION  

to Big Creek Park Pool 
Coupon good for one (1) free admission.  No cash value.  

Physical coupon must be presented. 

250 South Avenue D

Canton, IL 61520

309.647.1345

940 North Main St.

Canton, IL 61520

309.647.7665 (POOL)

www.cantonpark.org

Visit us on Facebook

and Instagram!

Big Creek Park Pool is open 12pm-7pm daily from Memorial Day weekend
through the beginning of school in August. Big Creek Pool offers a full

concession stand, facility rentals, swim lessons, and birthday party options.



Mayor's Office
2 North Main Street
Canton, IL  61520
(309) 647-0065

City Clerk's Office
2 North Main Street
Canton, IL  61520
(309) 647-0020

Canton Police Department
2 North Main Street
Canton, IL  61520

Non-Emergency: (309) 647-5131

Canton Fire Department
101 East Spruce Street

Canton, IL  61520
Non-Emergency: (309) 647-0040

Canton Public Works Department
2 North Main Street
Canton, IL  61520
(309) 647-5022

Canton Water Department
2 North Main Street
Canton, IL  61520
(309) 647-0288

Canton Wastewater Department
350 West Hickory Street

Canton, IL  61520
(309) 647-1391

Planning and Zoning Department
2 North Main Street
Canton, IL  61520
(309) 649-5338

Canton City Engineer
Maurer-Stutz, Inc. 

1670 E. Ash St.
Canton, IL 61520
(309) 647-7831

Fulton County Emergency Services
Disaster Agency (ESDA)

163 South Cone Street
Farmington, IL 61531

Phone: (309) 647-3358
www.fultonco.org

CONTACT INFORMATION

Jones
Park
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Websites/Social Media
CantonIllinois.org is shared by the City, the Spoon River Partnership for Economic Development,

the Canton Area Chamber of Commerce, and Canton Main Street.  Information about City services,
economic development, business services, festivals, events and weather.

VisitCantonIl.org serves as the marketing and tourism site to attract visitors to Canton and Fulton County.
Information on attractions, events, things to do.

Facebook
Canton, Illinois Community (www.facebook.com/cantonIllinois)

Canton Area Chamber of Commerce (www.facebook.com/CACC61520)
Canton Main Street (www.facebook.com/CantonMainStreet)

Other Information Services
Public Access Channel 22: Comcast/Xfinity
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Electric
Ameren Illinois

Residential Service:  (800) 755-5000
Business Service:  (800) 232-2477

7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.  M-F

Natural Gas
Ameren Illinois

Residential Service:  (800) 755-5000
Business Service:  (800) 232-2477

7:00 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.  M-F

Telephone/Internet/Cable
AT&T

Residential - New Service:  (844) 591-4894
Residential - Move Existing Service:  (844) 723-0252

www.att.com

MidCentury Communications
Customer Service:  (309) 778-8611

www.midcentury.com

Comcast/Xfinity
Customer Service:  (800) 934-6489 • www.Xfinity.com

Water/Sewer
Contact the City of Canton Water Department to establish
or to move service. For new customers, you must provide
a rental agreement or property deed to prove residency.

Canton Water Department
2 North Main Street, Canton, IL  61520

(309) 647-0288

Driver's License Facility
Renew or obtain an Illinois driver's license.  Proof of

residency is required for a new Illinois license. Proof of
insurance is also required for new license plates, or to

renew the registration of the vehicle.
1015 West Locust Street, Canton, IL  61520

(309) 647-6811
8:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. T; 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. W-F; 8:30

a.m.-Noon Saturdays

Garbage Collection
Garbage pick-up is paid for through your water/sewer

invoice. Contact the Canton Water Department at (309)
647-0288 to determine your pick-up day.  NOTE:  The

City of Canton garbage trucks will NOT pick up
appliances, furniture, electronics, paint and/or chemicals,

or yard waste.

Yard Waste Disposal
As a convenience to its residents, the City of Canton

maintains a yard waste disposal site for the dumping of
grass clippings, tree or bush trimmings, discarded

landscaping plants, limbs and other bio-degradable
materials. It NOT a site to dispose of garbage, hazardous

waste, appliances, furniture, electronics, paint and/or
chemicals. It is located at the west end of Cedar Street on

the southwestern corner of the city limits.

Recycling Program
Recycling services in Canton are available from a private
outside contractor who provides containers for qualifying

recyclable materials.  No sorting is required.
The service is billed independently by the contractor,

not through the City. 

Eagle Enterprises Recycling
510 SE Industrial Avenue

Galva, IL  61434
(309) 932-2936

Hazardous Waste Disposal
Electronics, paint, chemicals and other waste that cannot
be placed in regular garbage pick-up can be taken to the
Fulton County Health Department for safe disposal on

Thursdays of each week.

Please call to determine if your items are among
those that can be dropped off.

Fulton County Health Department
700 East Oak Street
Canton, IL  61520

(309) 647-1134



Friday of Father’s Day 
Weekend
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Canton Union School
District #66

CUSD#66 Administration Office
20 W. Walnut St., Canton, Il 61520

(309) 647-9411
www.cantonusd.org.

Eastview Elementary
1490 E. Myrtle Street, Canton, Il 61520

(309) 647-0136

Westview Elementary
700 W. Old Vine St., Canton, Il 61520

(309) 647-2111

Lincoln Elementary
20 Lincoln Road, Canton, Il 61520

(309) 647-7594

Ingersoll Middle School
1605 E. Ash St.,, Canton, Il 61520

(309) 647-6951

Canton High School
1001 N. Main St., Canton, Il 61520

(309) 647-1820

For students of any age, excellent educational opportunities exist
both in Canton and around Central Illinois, beginning with Canton's own

award-winning school district and Spoon River College.

Graham Hospital also offers an outstanding, fully accredited School of Nursing,
graduating sought-after health care providers. 



CHOICES
Whether you’re interested in Spoon River College's arts and sciences program that leads to a four-year degree,

or want to pursue a career and technical degree, SRC offers many great choices.

SRC lets students choose many different career paths in high-growth, high-wage jobs.
With campuses in Canton and Macomb, and Centers in Havana and Rushville, SRC serves the needs

of a wide geographical area, and accepts students from any state.

Whatever career path you choose, SRC will make sure you are well prepared and ready to take the next step.
Or, if you plan to pursue advanced studies that lead to a degree in medicine, law, engineering, business or education,

SRC will help you launch your career with our expanding programs.

In addition to an excellent education, SRC also offers athletic programs in baseball and softball,
and has completed construction on a beautiful multi-purpose center and a student housing facility

at the main Canton campus.

Recognized as among the best
In addition to providing a high quality education that is affordable, outside agencies have recognized

the hard work of Spoon River College's faculty and staff. The Aspen Prize for Community College Excellence
named SRC as one of the top 120 Community Colleges in the Nation and Digital Community College Survey

named us 8th in the Nation for improved technology for students.
Others are in agreement that SRC is a great place to learn.

Spoon River College
23235 N. County Hwy 22,

Canton, IL  61520
(309) 647-4645

www.src.edu
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Graham Hospital School of Nursing
Founded in 1909, the school is a three year (27 months) fully accredited diploma program,

which has maintained a 104 year tradition of educational excellence.

Graduates are respected for their broad base of theoretical knowledge and clinical expertise.

Nursing education at Graham is enhanced by the School’s relationship to Graham Hospital.
The direct link to a health care facility enables us to quickly recognize and respond to changes

in the health care delivery system. 

Graduates benefit from having a broad educational base as well as having additional
college credits to transfer should they decide to pursue further education in Nursing.

The School has a cooperating agreement with Spoon River College to provide support or general education courses.
Many graduates have successfully completed baccalaureate, masters, and doctoral programs

and are employed in a variety of settings.

Graham Hospital School of Nursing
210 West Walnut Street, Canton, IL  61520

(309) 647-4086
www.grahamschoolofnursing.org



DIRECTIONS TO CANTON FROM:
BLOOMINGTON/NORMAL

Take I-74 West to I-474 Bartonville Exit. Take Bartonville exit to US-24 West.
US-24 turns into IL-9 to Canton

CHICAGO
Take I-55 South to I-74W near Bloomington. Take I-74 to I-474W.

Take Bartonville exit to US-24 West. US-24 turns into IL-9 to Canton.

PEORIA
Route 1: 

Take US-24 West to Bartonville. Continue on US-24 West.
US-24 turns into IL-9 to Canton.

Route 2:
Take Farmington Road (IL-116) west to Farmington. In Farmington take IL-78 South to Canton.

ST. LOUIS
Take I-55 North to Springfield. Take IL 97 West to IL 136 in Havana.

Turn West onto IL 136 and Cross the Illinois River. Turn North onto IL Rte. 78 into Canton.

QUAD CITIES
Take I-74 East to IL-97 South. Turn left on IL-9 East to Canton.
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Parlin-Ingersoll Public Library
The Parlin-Ingersoll Public Library provides a current, diverse collection of resources in a variety of formats, which

meet the basic cultural, educational, informational and recreational needs of community residents of all ages.

The library offers many types of programs for adults and children of all ages throughout the year.

205 West Chestnut, Canton, IL 61520-2499
309-647-0328 (phone) - 309-647-8117 (fax)

parlin@parliningersoll.org

Monday - Thursday: 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. (Year round)
Friday: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. (Year round)

Saturday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Summer hours: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.)
Sunday: Closed
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Canton Family YMCA
The Canton Family YMCA is an association of members committed to enhancing the well being of youth, adults,

seniors and families through quality programs and facilities. The YMCA, based on Christian values, provides activities
that promote healthy lifestyles and encourages the development of spirit, mind and body.

OUR VALUES
Caring, Honesty, Respect and Responsibility are the basis for all we do.

1325 East Ash Street, Canton, IL  61520
(309) 647-1616

www.cantonfamilyymca.org

Monday thru Thursday: 5:00am-9:30pm; Friday: 5:00am-8:00pm
Saturday: 7:00am-5:00pm; Sunday: 10:00am-5:00pm
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Canton YWCA
YWCA USA is on a mission to eliminate racism, empower women, stand up for social justice, help families, and

strengthen communities. We are one of the oldest and largest women’s organizations in the nation, serving over 2
million women, girls, and their families.

YWCA has been at the forefront of the most pressing social movements for more than 160 years — from voting rights to
civil rights, from affordable housing to pay equity, from violence prevention to health care reform. Today, we combine
programming and advocacy in order to generate institutional change in three key areas: racial justice and civil rights,

empowerment and economic advancement of women and girls, and health and safety of women and girls.

OUR MISSION
The YWCA is dedicated to eliminating racism, empowering women and

promoting peace, justice, freedom and dignity for all.

111 North Avenue A, Canton, IL  61520 • (309) 647-0441
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HEALTH SERVICES
Graham Hospital is a highly accredited, full-service community hospital offering 24-hour emergency services,

inpatient care, and imaging and laboratory services. The emergency room facility also participates in the Regional II
Trauma Network, assessing and stabilizing patients before arranging for transfer to a Level I Trauma Center by

helicopter if necessary from the hospital's helipad. The trained staff of experienced physicians, nurses, and physician's
assistants offer care to all ages, from neonatal to geriatric patients.

214 West Walnut Street
Canton, IL  61520
(309) 647-5240

www.grahamhospital.org

Graham Medical Group is part of Graham Health System, and the clinic provides quality medical and surgical
services to the all members of the community. A new, state-of-the-art, four-story clinic was completed in 2010, allowing

its physicians and healthcare providers to offer even better access to healthcare for Canton-area patients.

175 South Main Street
Canton, IL  61520
(309) 647-0201

www.grahammedicalgroup.org

Unity Point/Methodist at Canton offers primary care, walk-in care and specialty physicians, and is part of the
outstanding Unity Point Health of Peoria's network of hospitals and medical offices throughout Central Illinois.

Conveniently located on the north side of Canton, the clinic provides experienced medical care through its trained,
professional staff.

2076 North Main Street
Canton, IL  61520
(309) 647-6090

www.unitypoint.org

Fulton County Health Department provides public health services to the residents of Fulton County through
health promotion, prevention, and education activities. Services include health screenings, immunizations, family

planning and dental services to eligible clients.  They also provide environmental and food safety services, including
food permits, recycling hazardous waste, food service safety inspections, septic/well inspections and permits.

700 East Oak Street
Canton, IL  61520

(309) 647-1134
Fultoncountyhealth.com
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BUSINESS SERVICES
Economic, Business & Community Development

Spoon River Partnership for Economic Development 
209 East Chestnut Street, Suite 2 • Canton, IL 61520 • (309) 647-2677 • cantonillinois.org

Canton Area Chamber of Commerce
209 East Chestnut Street, Suite 2 • Canton, IL 61520 • (309) 647-2677 • Fax (309) 647-2712 • cantonillinois.org

Licenses & Permitting
City Clerk's Office

2 North Main Street • Canton, IL  61520 • (309) 647-0020 • cantonillinois.org

Zoning & Ordinances
Planning and Zoning Department

2 North Main Street • Canton, IL  61520 • (309) 649-5338 • cantonillinois.org

HOUSING
Property Tax Rates (Per $100 of Assessed Valuation)

City of Canton 2.061067%
Fulton County 1.5688%
Sales Tax Rate 8.25%

Real Estate Agencies
Rhoades Real Estate & Land Auction Services, Inc.

1050 North Main • Canton, IL  61520 • (309) 647-8811 • www.gorsuch-hensley.com

Jim Maloof Realty
418 North Main Street • Canton, IL  61520 • (309) 647-1502 • www.maloofrealty.com

RE/MAX Traders
(309) 338-2900 • www.susiemcmillen.com

TRANSPORTATION
Ingersoll Airport

Ingersoll Airport is a public use airport located two nautical miles northwest of the central business district of Canton, a
city in Fulton County, Illinois, United States. The airport is owned by the Canton Park District.

26013 North Ingersoll Road • Canton, IL 61520 • (309) 647-2072 • www.cantonpark.org

Fulton County Rural Transit
Fulton County residents can schedule transportation to and from doctor's appointments, shopping, dining or personal
services within the County.  FCRT has an emphasis on providing transportation services to seniors, the disabled, and

the economically disadvantaged, but is available to any Fulton County resident for a modest fee. (309) 357-5226



Big Horse Vineyards
11603 North County Hwy 9

Lewistown, IL  61542
(309) 412-5239

www.bighorsevineyards.com
Big Horse offers live music on the weekends and
numerous unique festivals and family outings.

Guests can sample wine on the beautiful deck overlooking
the vineyard, lake and Horse Park, enjoy the hiking trails,

or even a horse drawn carriage ride.
It has also become a popular venue for weddings,

with ceremonies taking place by the lake, and receptions
held in the spacious banquet facilities with

outstanding menu choices.
Wednesday-Sunday, 11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.

Big Horse
Vineyards
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Native Trails
WineryNative Trails

Winery
11765 North County Hwy 9

Lewistown, IL  61542
(309) 357-4410

www.nativetrailswinery.com
www.facebook.com/nativetrailswinery

Enjoy wine tastings while sitting on the patio,
or explore the four miles of hiking trails.

Available for weddings and receptions, baby showers,
reunions and other special occasions.

Open Saturday and Sundays
from 12:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.  



Giant Goose Ranch
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Orchard Hill
Farm

16853 E Co. Hwy 9
Lewistown, IL  61542

(309) 547-3221
www.facebook.com/orchardhill2

Orchard Hill is a family owned farm located in southeast
Fulton County, IL, near the Illinois River,

Emiquon Preserve, and Dickson Mounds.  Bring your
family to enjoy our wide variety of apples, fresh peaches,

various produce, jams/jellies, popcorn, baked goods,
wine, pumpkins, and crafts/items made by talented locals.

Hours vary during the season
Please call for current hours Mid July- October.

Giant Goose Ranch
25369 North Goose Ranch Rd.

Canton, IL  61520
(309) 338-4595

www.giantgooseranch.com

The Giant Goose Ranch is one of the most unique family
vacation destinations in the Midwest. It is a hybrid

property somewhere between a campground, a
sportsman's club, a vacation resort, a working ranch,

and a private recreational farm. By combining all the best
attributes of each type of property, along with the

creativity and conservation of the Herman Brothers,
we have the ultimate recipe for family fun,

outdoor education and adventure.
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Snowman's Reindeer
Farm

25599 E Middle Lake Rd
Canton, IL 61520
(309) 647-0569

www.snowmansreindeer.com
At Snowman's Reindeer Farm you can pet and feed
Santa's reindeer and take wonderful family photos.

You can also learn about how reindeer live in the Visitor's
Center and shop at the Jolly Old Elf Shoppe. The Farm is
open seasonally, October through January, so call ahead
for a current schedule, and weekly craft and art projects,

when Santa will be available to visit with children.
The Flying Reindeer Snack Bar will also be available

during the Spoon River Valley Scenic Drive in October.

Majestic Theatre
62 N. Main Street
Canton, IL 61520
(309) 998-7469

https://bestmoviedeal.com
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Dickson Mounds
Museum

10956 North Dickson Mounds Road
Lewistown, IL 61542

(309) 547-3721

Before you leave Canton, make sure that you visit the
acclaimed Dickson Mounds, a branch of the Illinois State

Museum and a national historic site.  One of the major
on-site archeological museums in the country, Dickson
Mounds offers a unique opportunity to explore 12,000
years of Native Americans in the Illinois River Valley.

The story is told through the use of innovative, beautifully
designed displays, multi-media productions, photographs,

timelines, ancient art and artifacts-from galleries to an
interactive Discovery Center.  For visitors of any age, this
is a wonderful way to spend a few hours while you are in
the Canton area, learning about the amazing and thriving
cultures that prospered in this area long before Europeans

ventured west. 

The museum is open year-round, daily from 8:30 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. (Closed New Year's Day, Thanksgiving, and

Christmas).

There is no admission charge.

Dickson Mounds Museum
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Black Sheep Flower Farm
Flowers, Kayaks &

Glamping
11055 Dickson Mounds Road

Lewistown , IL 61542
309-338-1421

www.blacksheepflowerfarm.com
Black Sheep Farm is a working flower farm perched on

the bluffs of the Illinois River, overlooking Emiquon
Nature Preserve. Beyond growing high quality,

chemical-free cut flowers, we provide kayak rentals
and glamping accommodations for people who enjoy

being immersed in nature.

Norris Outdoor
Adventure

www.norrisoutdooradventure.com
309-922-7955

Central Illinois' premiere outdoor rental venue for small
and large group events. Located exclusively on a 30-acre

lake Norris Outdoor Adventure is the perfect
memory-making venue for your large or small group
event. Exclusive access to outdoor water recreation,

private beach, sand volleyball court, and grilling
and seating areas.

NORRIS OUTDOOR ADVENTURE
Central Illinois’ premiere outdoor rental
venue for small and large group events.

Private 30 Acre Lake with
exclusive access to outdoor

water recreation, private beach,
sand volleyball, and grilling

and seating areas.

waterslides
canoes & kayaks

scuba diving
snorkeling

tubing and more

norrisoutdooradventure.com
30182 Dee Bee Rd, Farmington

309-922-7955
LET YOUR
OUTDOOR

ADVENTURE BEGIN!
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Emiquon National
Wildlife Refuge

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
19031 East CR 2110 North 

Havana, IL, 62644
(309) 535-2290

www.experienceemiquon.com

Emiquon refuge was established in 1993 by the U.S. Fish
& Wildlife Service to restore and protect wetland habitats
at the confluence of the Illinois and Spoon rivers. The first
tract of the refuge was purchased on December 29, 1993.

The refuge has since grown to 2,114 acres. In total, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has authorization to

purchase 11,122 acres within the Emiquon Project area.

The Illinois River National Wildlife & Fish Refuge
Complex stretches along 124 miles of the Illinois River in

west central Illinois, and consists of three refuges;
Emiquon, Chautauqua and Meredosia, totaling 12,163

acres of backwater lakes, bottomland forests, floodplain
wetlands and upland habitats. Whether bird watching,

fishing, hunting or taking pictures, there are many ways to
enjoy refuge lands:

• All land and water areas on the refuge are open daily
from sunrise to sunset.
• Take a scenic walk along the Bellrose Trail. This trail
is named for the late waterfowl biologist Frank C.
Bellrose.
• Pets are welcome, but must be leashed except when
participating in legal hunting activities.
• The possession and consumption of alcohol is
prohibited on the refuge.
• Off road vehicle use/ATV use, fires/fire works, and
camping are prohibited on the refuge.
• Watch waterfowl and other birds from refuge trails,
levees and other access points. Peak waterfowl
migrations occur in early-March and mid-November.
• Pick mushrooms and berries; collect nuts.
• Sport fishing is permitted on any refuge waters. 

Remember that the use of motorized boats are
permitted at no wake speeds only.
• Hunting is open on specified areas north of the
Spoon River. See refuge regulation sheet for detailed
hunting information.

Emiquon Preserve
The Nature Conservancy

Illinois River Project Office at Emiquon
11304 North Prairie Road 

Lewistown,, IL, 61542, 
(309) 547-2730

www.experienceemiquon.com

Emiquon Preserve is more than a story of rebirth; it is a
living laboratory, one of the best places in the United
States to study wetland restoration. The 7,100-acre

preserve, an hour downstream from Peoria, once ranked
among the biologically richest wetlands in Illinois and
throughout the world.  However, the natural wetlands

were converted into farmland for most of the 20th
century, which isolated the area from the Illinois River,

and prevented the area from serving as a natural
flood plain.

In spring 2007, The Nature Conservancy turned off the
pumps that had dried out the land since the 1920s. Within

months, water reappeared in the historic beds of
Thompson and Flag lakes, drowning the nearly century-

old cornfields, and native plants began pushing up
through the soil, where their seeds had lain dormant for
years. The transformation from agriculture to wetland

went quickly, though the work is far from over.

Emiquon is a an experience for the whole
family, with lessons in history, conservation,
nature and the wonderful cycle of the earths'
natural order. Recently named a Wetland of

International Importance, the project is
ongoing, and always fluid.
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Baker Recreation Center
The Gary G. Baker Recreation center is open Monday-Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m

and Saturday from 8:00 a.m. - noon.  Summer hours may vary.

The Rec Center can be rented for your next anniversary, birthday,
corporate gathering, or family reunion.

Call 647-7665 for additional information.

The facility is supervised at all times and offers free drop-in passive recreation activities. Furnishings include: wide
screen television, pool tables, snooker table, air hockey table, (2) wall mounted televisions, table tennis, card tables,

couches, computer & internet access, dance floor, and a variety of board games.

Patrons age 16 and older can utilize the exercise equipment including (3) treadmills, (2) stationary bikes, elliptical
trainer and a multi-station weight machine free of charge.
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Big Creek Pool
Location: Big Creek Park

Pool Capacity: 400 Bathers

• Children will have fun in a supervised swimming pool.

• Activities for all ages.

• No public swimming pool within 15-mile radius of Canton.

• Opportunity for economic growth by affording non-residents
the convenience to shop, purchase gas and dine while in Canton.

• Aid in making Canton a more desirable community to live,
raise a family or retire.

• The more residential and commercial properties that are on
the tax rolls reduces the burden to all taxpayers.

• Opportunity to receive grants to lower the construction bond.

• Offer teens a place to go and something to do in a supervised,
youth friendly, environment.

• Seniors will have a place to interact with peers and have
recreation programs geared to their needs.

• Provide jobs to area youth and seniors.
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Disc Golf Course
The Big Creek Disc Golf Course is an 18-hole course that winds

through the trees and layout of Big Creek Park. It was
established in 1999 and features concrete tee pads and is Par 65.

This 5,279 foot long course begins at the bottom of Big Creek
Park next to the parking lot.

Pavilion
Big Creek Pavilion is located within Big Creek Park at 940 North
Main in Canton.  It features a pavilion that can be rented out for

$50/day.  Close proximity to the pavilion is restrooms, a
playground, a baseball diamond, Frisbee golf course, outdoor

grills, and tennis courts.
Call 647-1345 to reserve it for your next party!

Tennis Courts
The tennis courts are located on the north end of Big Creek Park
just inside the Park Drive entrance.  This fenced in area features

4 snap-together surface courts for the community to use
free of charge.

Ball Diamonds
The Canton Park District has 7 baseball/softball diamonds

available for use.  Four are located at Athletic Park along 4th
Avenue.  Three diamonds are adjacent to each other and are

used for adult and youth leagues.  Kiwanis Diamond is a youth
league diamond that is beyond the fences of the other three

Athletic Park Diamonds.  The other 3 diamonds are located at
Wallace Park, Big Creek Park, and McCall School on Locust
Street. Diamonds are available to rent by calling 647-1345!

Skate Park
Big Creek Skate Park is located near the Baker Recreation

Center, adjacent to the dog park.  It is open for public use during
park hours.





Illinois River Road National Scenic Byway

www.IllinoisRiverRoad.org

The Illinois River Road National Scenic Byway is
rich in cultural heritage from Native Americans,

French explorers, American settlers and immigrants
who were drawn to the Illinois River, with all of its

rich resources. Nature lovers will be thrilled to
explore the abundant wetlands, prairies, woodlands,
lakes and wildlife habitats, or visit some of the most

ambitious conservation and wetland restoration
projects in the country. Hiking, biking, hunting,

fishing and boating, birding or wildlife watching-
it's everywhere on the Byway. 

For those who like to find the hidden treasures of
small, authentic communities off the beaten path or

interstate, the six Gateway communities and smaller Portal communities along the Byway are
truly a find. Historic downtowns, monuments, churches and buildings, local lore and proud

heritage all combine to make each city of the Byway a unique place to stay, eat and shop.
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Lakeland Park
Lakeland Park is a great example of positive cooperation between local, state and federal agencies and the private sector.

Officially opened to the public in 1981, the park is a showcase of the recreational potential of reclaimed coal strip-mined lands.
Fulton County is very rich in history as a major coal mining area and Lakeland Park will always stand to remind future generations

of that era.  The Consolidated Coal Company donated the nearly 450 acres of land and water to the District and the park was
developed by state and federal grants.

The park contains over 5 miles of hiking trails, picnic shelters, playgrounds,
fishing opportunities, scuba diving, a Veteran's Memorial and other natural areas.
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Lakeland Park
Fishing

Lakeland Park is home to great recreational fishing.  This area features 100 acres of water over five different lakes in which patrons
can either fish from the bank, or out on the water.  Lakes are stocked each year with a variety of sport fish including: Largemouth

bass, hybrid bass, channel cat, walleye, crappie, tiger Muskie, northern pike, bluegill, and sunfish. Visit the Ranger Station
at Lakeland Park for fishing pass information!

Hiking/Biking Trails
Lakeland Park features over 5 miles of paved walking and biking trails.  In addition to those trails within
Lakeland Park, there is also nearly 4 miles of paved walking and biking paths that connect our featured

parks.  One trail runs from the entrance of Lakeland Park, through Big Creek Park, and connect with Wallace
Park.  A second trail begins at Athletic Park on 4th Avenue and flows into the main entrance of Big Creek

Park.  For trail map information, please call 647-7665 or visit the Baker Recreation Center
at Big Creek Park!

Bird Watching
Lakeland plays hosts to a number of different bird species including ducks, geese, swans, white pelicans, egrets, herons, wrens,

woodpeckers, sparrows, gulls, as well as the customary robins, cardinals, finches, hummingbirds, doves, chickadees, nuthatch, and
blue jays. Birds of prey can also be spotted such as the red-tailed hawk, barred owl, turkey vulture, and on occasion the bald eagle. 



Wallace Park
Wallace Park is the operational hub of the Canton Park District and houses the Donaldson Community Center,

administrative offices and maintenance facilities.
The Donaldson Community Center was recently improved to allow for all public activities

to be held on the first floor.
The Park itself offers many recreational activities; two that stand out are the one-half mile hiking trail

and the accessible playground.

Pavilion
Wallace Park Pavilion is located within Wallace Park at 250 South Avenue D in Canton.  It features a pavilion that can be rented out
for $50/day.  Close proximity to the pavilion is restrooms, a playground, a baseball diamond, a walking path, basketball hoops, and

plenty of parking.  Call 647-1345 to reserve it for your next party!

Hiking/Biking Trails
Wallace Park features a ½ mile walking path around the entire park

area.  Along the way are benches, water fountains, and restrooms close
by.  Connecting to this path, is a paved walking and biking path that

extends from Wallace Park to the entrance of Lakeland Park.

Ball Diamond
Wallace Park features a youth baseball/softball diamond at the

northwest edge of the park.
This diamond can be used by the public or rented out for use as well.
Call 647-1345 for more information or to rent the diamond!



Canton Lake
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Canton Lake
Canton Lake is a freshwater reservoir located in Fulton County, Illinois known for its trophy sized largemouth bass and its abundant
channel catfish. Fishing is available from shore at various points just off the lake road. The Old Boat Dock is a great place for

family fishing, with several areas to cast a line from and accessible parking for more than one vehicle. Fishing is also
popular along much of the perimeter of the New Boat Dock and beyond. Numerous parking spaces are available there.

Canton Lake offers fishing, boating, and a seasonal campground. 

To contact the Campground Supervisor about camping, please call 309-647-9600.
To inquire about or purchase a boat license, contact the Water Department at 309-647-0288.

The Canton Lake Campground season begins April 15th and ends the Monday after the Spoon River Scenic Drive,
which is mid-October. Campground options include tents, tents with electric, and camping with electric. Tent camping is on
a daily basis and arrangements for campers include daily, weekly, monthly and the entire season. Daily checkout time is 1

p.m. In the event of severe weather, a storm shelter is located at the Water Treatment Plant.

Boat licenses are available at varying rates for boats with no motor and electric, less than 20-horsepower, 20- to 39.99-
horsepower and 40- to 90-horsepower. Boat licenses also are available at discounted rates for senior citizens ages 65 and
older.





Jim Maloof Realtor.com
#1 SALES LEADER IN CENTRAL ILLINOIS
309-647-1502 • 418 N. Main St. • Canton, IL 61520

www.maloofrealty.com
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Art on Main Fine Arts Festival
1st weekend in June, Saturday, 10am - 5pm &
Sunday, 10am - 4pm • Downtown Jones Park

The Canton Art on Main Fine Arts Festival will feature original art from the
best of our Midwest artists. Come to view and to purchase excellent art

pieces in Painting / Drawing, Jewelry, Clay/Ceramic, Photography, Glass,
Sculpture, Textiles, and Wood

Farmer's Market
Each Saturday from June - September , 7:30am-11:30am

Downtown Jones Park
One of the wonderful things about West Central Illinois is that you can take

home a bounty of locally grown vegetables, fruits, herbs, honey and jams 

Kids' Fest
2nd Saturday in July, Times 9-12

Downtown Jones Park
Games, Food, crafts, balloon art, face painting, inflatables, K-9

demonstration, fire truck & ambulance tours!

Annual Canton Cruise-In Car &
Motorcycle Show

Friday of Father's Day Weekend, Downtown
This great event is for the whole family. Thousands of classic car

enthusiasts and bike lovers come to the area to see restored cars, special
vehicles and custom motorcycles. More than 350 cars and 100 bikes are

on display each year.
We feature food, music, and

free kids activities!  

Music in the Park
Summer Concert Series every Friday in July

Downtown Jones Park from 6:00-8:00pm
Bring your lawn chair or blanket, and get comfortable in beautiful Jones Park

in downtown Canton while you enjoy some great entertainment.

Canton Main Street hosts a Free Music in the Park Concert series each year to offer family fun for music lovers.  Enjoy!



Taste of Canton
Last Saturday in September, Big Creek Park

This fall event offers a variety of food tastings from our local eateries, beer and wine area, and features live
entertainment.  Bring the family out to enjoy our kid's activities and pie eating contest!

Spoon River Valley Scenic Drive
1st two full weekends in October 

In Canton, the Scenic Drive is held in Jones Park in downtown Canton, where for four days in October, visitors descend
on the city to browse through stands and tents, and sample funnel cake, rib eye sandwiches, and the best pork chops on

the Drive. Start in Canton, grab a guidebook, and enjoy the organized chaos of getting from one place to another!
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Scenic Drive
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Munchkin Masquerade
Friday, before Halloween 5:00-7:00pm

Jones Park - Families and children can enjoy safe trick-or-treating throughout the downtown area during Munchkin
Masquerade, a tradition that has evolved from "Merchant's Night" into spooky decorations throughout Jones Park.
Free candy for the children, music, entertainment and an all-around funtastic celebration! Merchant's all over the

immediate downtown area will be participating.  Admission to this event is free and open to the public.

Small Business Saturday
Saturday after Thanksgiving

This is the  Saturday after Thanksgiving and this Shop Local campaign demonstrates what a big part of the Canton
community our local entrepreneurs are.

Christmas Walk
1st Friday in December 5:00-7:30pm, Jones Park

Carriage rides, trolley rides, Santa's House and Christmas carols are all a part of this annual event. Plus, look for scenes
from the Nutcracker Suite performed in business storefronts, beautifully decorated store windows and trees wrapped in
twinkling lights in Jones Park. What a holiday treat! Merchants around the downtown area keep their doors open late

to show their appreciation to customers for their patronage over the past year, and offer cookies, cocoa and other
goodies.  Even if it's cold outside, the holiday decorations and the spirit of the season bring a special warmth to this

event.  Admission to this event is free and open to the public.

For more information regarding events sponsored by: 
Canton Area Chamber of Commerce or Canton Main Street, please call (309) 647-2677

Christmas Walk



DINE-IN
Graham Clinic Lobby
180 S Main, Canton

M-F 7:30a-2p
Sat & Sun 5a-2p

(309) 647-0201 x7612

DRIVE THRU
1140 E Linn, Canton

M-F 5a-6p; Sat & Sun 7a-2p
(309) 224-5929

DELIVERY: M-F 8a-2p

Coffee & Espresso
Paninis - Sandwiches

Bread Bowls
Salads - Soup
Baked Goods

& More
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Canton offers a wonderful experience for shoppers who like to explore
one-of-a kind stores filled with unique gifts, antiques, furniture, women's

fashions, jewelry, hand-made candles, florals, wine baskets,
sweet confections and much more.

Black Crow Candle Co.
30 West Elm Street - 309.647.1400

Black Crow is filled with candles, essential oils,
potpourri, room sprays, and some wonderful
women’s fashion.

Blessings Primitives
74 North Main Street  - 309.649.1010
Located in the Orendorff Emporium, this adorable
shop is filled with primitive home décor, crafts,
and goodies.

Blessman’s Boutique
50 East Elm Street - 309.647.2449

Pamper yourself with handmade soaps, lotions,
body scrubs, home decor and gifts.

Bloom Box
15 White Court - 309.647.5500

This florist and gift shop has beautiful bouquets
and wine baskets, jewelry, home décor and other
fun and classy treats.

Capitol Music
30 South Main Street - 309.647.6929

Find your rhythm in this music store’s extensive
collection.

Citadel Comics & Collectibles
27 South Main Street

Become a kid again browsing through a fabulous
variety of your favorite comics and collectibles.

CJ’s Flowers and More
5 E. Ash Street - 309.647.9662
Here you can browse through beautiful flowers
and colorful flower arrangements.

Crawford’s Home Furnishings
17 South 1st Avenue - 309.647.3283

Here you can browse through a fabulous variety of
furniture and home décor.

Create It Draw, Paint, Fire
42 North 2nd Avenue - 309.338.6508
A fun yet educational place for kids to come paint
and create their own master pieces.

Crow Hollow Boutique
30 West Elm Street - 309.647.2699

New age chic boutique with clothes for all the
women in your family.

Di’s Boutique
114 North Main - 309.647.0600

Clothes, accessories, and more for the ladies and
tuxedos for the gentlemen. 

East Side Antiques
29 East Side Square - 309.357.5194

Antiques and uniques fill this wonderful shop on
the east side of the square.

Located in Downtown Business District
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Fuller’s Jewelry
46 North Main Street - 309.647.5935

Get something special for yourself or someone you
love from a gorgeous collection of fine jewelry.

Helping Hands Resale Shoppe
105 North 1st Avenue - 309.647.7990

A wonderful Christian based, non-profit resale
shop for gently used items.

Happy Hounds
416 East Locus Street - 309.649.1277
Canton’s only full line pet retailer with Professional
grooming services.

It’s All About Me Boutique Salon
162 East Chestnut - 309.649.8267
Have a relaxing spa day and browse through
trendy new styles at the boutique.

K&L Antiques
54 North Main Street - 309.647.3255

Hunt through antique treasures and fabulous
finds.

Mel’s Sporting Goods
104 East Chestnut Street - 309.647.3778

Show allegiance to your favorite team,or outfit the
athlete in your family.

Sweet Shoppe
8 South Main Street - 309.647.7320

Part restored, functioning soda fountain, part
candy store, part restaurant, part gift shop-100%
fun.

The Breathing Tree
17 East Side Square - 815.901.1053

Yoga and meditation are excellent ways to improve
your mind, body and soul.

The Flying Feather Boutique
64 East Elm Street - 309.712.2551

Browse through a collection of women’s clothing
that are comfortable, stylish and affordable, along
with beautiful accessories to them together.



dining & lodging 53

Casual Fine Dining

Bistro 101
101 East Elm Street - 309.647.2233

Relaxed atmosphere, casual dress. Fabulous
cuisine that you will always remember. Wines,
craft beers, awesome appetizers.

Hometown Casual

American Grille
525 South Fifth Avenue - 309.647.3613
The American Diner experience with great
burgers, sandwiches, desserts. Breakfast lunch and
dinner. 

Billy’s Tap
172 E Elm - Street(309) 647-9639
Paninis, sandwiches, soups, Full bar. Serving
Mon-Sat 11-2; Wed 5-9.

Black Maple Coffee & Espresso
1140 East Linn Street - 309.224.5929
Delicious coffees, lattes, iced brews, paninis and
desserts. Drive through.M-F 5 a.m.-6 p.m.

Black Maple Coffee & Espresso
101 S. Main Street - 309.647.0201 ext 7612
M-F 7:30 a.m.-2p.m. | Closed Saturday & Sunday 

Blessings Food Hub
74 North Main Street -  309.647.2209

Soups, sandwiches, salads, desserts. 11:00 a.m.-
2:00 p.m. Tues.-Sat. in the Orendorff Emporium.

Camino Real
72 North Main - 309.647.2298

Delicious interior Mexican cuisine on the square. 

Canton Family Restaurant
169 South Fifth Avenue - 309.357.5025 

A comfortable, family-friendly atmosphere
Breakfast, lunch and dinner. Open seven days a
week.

Cattle Drive Meat Co.
51 North 2nd Avenue - 309.647.0744

Delicious smoked meat sandwiches served
outdoors or as take out. M-F 11 a.m.-2 p.m., and
4:30-6:30 p.m.

China Inn Buffet
56 East Elm Street - 309.647.1414

Select from a Chinese buffet or off the menu. Take-
out available.

Don & Nancy’s Cafe
124 North Main Street - 309.435.7005

Down-home fare with a unique twist. Homemade
baked goods. Breakfast & lunch.

Elm Street Cafe
231 East Elm Street - 309.647.1680
Small-town friendly cafe, with a menu sure to have
something you would love. Breakfast, lunch &
dinner.

When you visit Canton, you need to bring your appetite, because our town has a veritable smorgasbord of cuisines,
styles and taste. Whatever it is you are hungry for, you can find it here.
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Italian Express
1112 East Chestnut - 309.647.1118
Pasta dishes, sandwiches on home-made bread,
salads. Take-out.

Joe’s Place
Norris, Illinois - 309.647.9229
Fried chicken, pasta, family fare.

La Fiesta
400 South 5th Avenue - 309.647.0882
Wonderful Mexican cuisine on the south side of
town.

Official Time Out
68 E Elm Street - 309.647.6553

Sports bar. Lunch & dinner. Monday-Saturday.

Princess Creations
64 East Elm Street - 309.998.2253

Amazing cakes, cupcakes, and sweet treats.

Rancho Nuevo
811 North Main Street - 309.649.5255
Great Mexican food on the north side.

Sweet Shoppe
8 South Main Street - 309.647.7320

Wraps, soups, sandwiches, home-made ice cream.

Tracy’s Supper Club
Norris, Illinois - 309.326.2173
Fried chicken, burgers, sandwiches. Full bar.

White Oaks Sports Bar
46 White Court - 309.647.8372

Salads, sandwiches, specials. Monday-Friday.

Local Watering Holes

Billy’s Tap
172 E Elm Street - 309.647.9639

Brew N Cue
113 East Elm Street - 309.647.4753

Official Time Out
68 East Elm Street - 309.647.6553

Jack’s
144 East Elm Street - 309.647.8630

Josie B’s
1030 East Linn Street - 309.712.1023

Moore’s Pub
168 East Elm Street - 309.647.0104

Watty’s
725 West Locust - 309.357.5243

White Oaks Tavern
46 White Court - 309.647.8372

Fast Food & Pizza

Burger King
210 N. First Avenue -309.647.1544

Dairy Dream (Seasonal)
310 East Linn Street - 309.647.9168

Dairy Queen
806 N. Main Street - 309.649.8888
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Canton
Harvester

Inn

Dunkin Donuts/Baskin Robbins
59 West Locust - 309.357.5198

Hardee’s
628 North Main Street - 309.647.3055

Marco’s Pizza
463 E Chestnut Street - 309. 649-6955

McDonald’s
10 E. Sycamore Street - 309.647.8333

Papa John’s Pizza
621 North Main Street - 309.647.7272
Pizza Hut
1590 E. Chestnut Street - 309.647.6888

Shake Shack (Seasonal)
1805 E. Chestnut - 309.647.5870

Subway
460 East Linn Street - 309.647.4009

Taco Bell
120 North Main Street - 309.647.3464

Lodging
Canton Harvester Inn 150 N Main St, Canton, IL 61520

For availability and rates:  (309) 357-5820 or Toll Free (855)-422-6866
Canton Inn 665 West Locust, Canton, IL  61520 (309) 647-7111

Super 8 2110 North Main Street, Canton, IL  61520 (309) 647-1888
Heritage Grand Inn 1150 East Linn, Canton, IL  61520 (309) 647-9675

Canton Lake Campground • 25495 North Lakeshore Drive, Canton, IL  61520 (309) 647-9600
Fulton County Camping • 18773 North Conservation Road, Canton, IL  61520 (309) 668-2931

Webb's Valleyview Camping • 17837 East US 24 • Lewistown, IL 61542 (309) 547-3183
Big Horse Inn & Suites • 805 South Main Street • Lewistown, IL 61542 (309) 547-0101






