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Whenever I am watching a scary movie, which is not often, it is 
well known that I cover my eyes when the intense part is 
happening and keep asking “Is it over yet?” That is how I feel 
about 2020. Is the scary, intense part over with? Many are asking: 
Will things change soon? Can we get back to normal, happy, let’s 
get together times? I sure hope so! 

Relecting on 2020 the Canton Area Chamber of Commerce started 
off with a bang at our Annual Chamber Dinner in February. We 
awarded 5 wonderful, well deserving 
folks from our local businesses and 
community. We had begun planning for 
our annual Golf Outing in May and then 
BOOM! The State of Illinois is closed 
down due to a pandemic we would soon 
come to know all too well. The Canton 
Chamber depends on annual Chamber 
Membership dues (45%) and event 
fundraising (55%). Our events were 
cancelled this year, even though we managed to re-imagine the 
Cruise-In by doing a Cruise THRU Parade and moved our golf 
outing to August, but the Taste of Canton, once again, was not able 
to happen. We also had a new event planned for October of this 
year by bringing in CHS Alumni to participate in the Celebrity 
Alumni Basketball event. With all the guidelines and restrictions 
this event never even got started. Needless to say it has been a 
rough year for the books. But we are not alone. 

Let us end this year with a bang by supporting our local businesses. 
Retail, restaurants, and all of our service businesses. Our local 
businesses have been here for our community by giving back when 
they can, it is now time for us to step up and be there for them. 
Stimulate the local economy by spending your dollars here first. 

SHOP LOCAL Y’ALL! 
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Lacey Neal, Rock Valley Physical Therapy
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My first year as 
Chamber President has 
been strange to say the 
least! Covid-19 canceled 
most of our events this 
year including the 
Business After Hours. 
We were thankful to be 
able to hold our 
Chamber Annual Dinner 
in February and the 
annual golf outing, 
which was moved from May to August, but the 
cancelation of so many other fundraising events has 
had a very negative impact on our budget. We know 
that many of our local community businesses have 
also been negatively impacted by the shutdowns 
caused by the pandemic. As always, it is SO very 
important to shop locally! Local businesses do so 
much for our communities and we hope that our 
community members continue to support them. 

I am grateful for the opportunity to serve the Canton 
Area Chamber of Commerce and I am looking 
forward to 2021!

Jana Emmons, Ipava State Bank

SHOP LOCAL
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Lucas Beoletto - Engineer - COOK
Mitch Coonradt - MidAmerica National Bank
Nichelle Marquis - Pharmacist - Graham Health Systems
Seth Klinedinst - Resident Hall Director - Snapper Villas
Stephen Clark - Town & Country  Insurance
Taryn Mellert - Spoon River Co-op
Tracy Chipman - MidAmerica National Bank
Trygve Meade - Meade Law Office

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHTBUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
COOK MEDICAL
Celebrating 10 Years in Canton 

We would like to congratulate COOK Medical on their 10 year Anniversary 
here in Canton. Opening on April 5th, 2010, the first set of employees 
walked through the brand new facility doors.  COOK Medical started with 
a production team of 30 and a supporting team of four.  Today their current 
team is made up of 110 production employees and 15 employees supporting 
production. One of the goals that Bill Cook, owner of COOK Medical 
based out of Bloomington, Indiana, gave to the hiring team, was he wanted 
the employees at the COOK facility to reside in Fulton County as much as 
possible.  Today, 85% of the employees reside in Fulton County.  His focus 
was to provide employment opportunities for the Canton and surrounding 
communities.
  
 “Our production team is the backbone of our facility”. states Denise Kirgan plant manager at COOK Medical.  
“The work that they do is so important to the physicians that utilize our products and most importantly to the 
patients we serve”.  The support team at COOK Medical  includes the Facilities team, who work to maintain the 
facility and the equipment utilized to keep the manufacturing areas safe, clean, and compliant with regulatory 
requirements, the HR Department that supports the needs of all of the employees, the Production Engineer 
supports the manufacturing areas and leads the efforts to continuously make improvements, the Quality 
Assurance Manager focuses on guiding our team to regulatory compliance, the Operations Support team works 
to plan production, manage inventory of components, and support the day to day production needs of the teams 
and the Plant Manager works with all teams and is responsible for the success of the facility site.  

The COOK Medical site manufactures Angiographic Catheters and components for Cook’s Micro-puncture 
Introducer Sets.  “Our products are hand crafted by skilled employees.  Angiographic catheters are used 
in multiple ways by physicians all across the globe.  As an example, if you know anyone who has had an 
Angiogram secondary to a heart issue, the catheter utilized in their procedure could have been made by our team 
members” says Kirgan. The Micro-puncture sets are utilized by physicians to access the circulatory system.  

It has been 10 years but COOK Medical does not settle for status quo. “Currently we are restructuring our 
production floor to open space for the future.  There is a strong and capable work force in our community and 
COOK would like to utilize that work force.  

“The potential for additional work and increasing our employee 
numbers is very good” says Kirgan. 

Lastly Kirgan shares, “A big thank you to this community 
for the support we have enjoyed through our first decade in 
Canton”. COOK Medical is very proud to be a part of the Canton 
community and looks forward to many years of growth as they 
strive to serve their patients, each other, and the community.  

For more information on COOK Medical visit 
www.cookmedical.com
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERWELCOME NEW MEMBER
Welcome our newest member, LHC Home Health out of 
Galesburg. Some of you may previously have known them 
as Cottage Home Health but effective November 6th of this 
year, they have changed their name, but that is the only thing 
that has changed. LHC Home Health is a well-known Home 
Health company all over the United States that now provides 
quality home healthcare in the West Central Illinois area. 
They are committed to the care and well-being of the patients and families who have placed their trust in LHC 
Home Health, which is one of the reasons they have been recognized as a 5 star agency. 

LHC Home Health is growing in the Fulton County area and are honored to be delivering quality patient care 
with highly trained home health professionals with over 30 years of experience. Under the direct supervision 
of a referring physician, their highly skilled home care professionals deliver quality, compassionate care. LHC 
Home Health also include families and caregivers in the care process, offering valuable information, guidance 
and – most of all- support. 

Some areas of care specialties would include, but not limited to, fall prevention, skilled nursing, IV therapy, 
education of disease management, patient/caregiver training and they even have their own in house therapy. 
LHC Home Health empowers their clinicians and staff to embrace the communities they serve, because they 
understand the best care happens in the context of strong relationships. 

To reach LHC Home Health call 1-800-543-1890. There are many questions when choosing home health 
services so go to www.lhcgroup.com for more helpful information.  

TIER
3

The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) will continue to track the positivity rates and hospital capacity 
metrics in regions. In order for a region to move back to Tier 2 mitigations, a region must experience less that 

12% test positivity rate for trhree consecutive days AND greater than 20% available intessive care unit (ICU) and 
hospital bed availabilty AND declining COVID hospitalizations 7 out of 10 days. 

The Canton Area Chamber of Commerce will contine to update their Chamber Member businesses with updates 
as they become available. Go to www.cantonillinois.org/Chamber for more information. Stay safe!
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YEAR END REFLECTIONS YEAR END REFLECTIONS 
CITY OF CANTONCITY OF CANTON

Seems the universe has changed since I wrote this annual Chamber article 
a year ago, at the end of 2019.  Life was good, Canton was making forward 
strides on all fronts, and the future of 2020 looked bright.

Our first quarter of the year marked the opening of Canton’s (and the state 
of Illinois’) first legalized marijuana dispensary.  Although we are just now 
starting to see that revenue, it promises to be a substantial boost to the 
City coffers.  

Early spring saw a new building purchased on Grant Place for our System 
Maintenance department to call home.  The City also named a Complete Count Census Committee 
to meet the challenge of obtaining our most accurate citizen count possible, and they achieved that 
impressively, with a steadfast group of citizens aided by the receipt of a $5,000 grant.  

March 16 marked the dawn of a new era- dealing with COVID19, but your City leadership took 
immediate action to protect our essential workers, provide ample PPE, and set up employees to work 
from home where possible.  Day-to-day business has continued with very little interruption.  Meetings 
moved to Zoom, but the work has carried on. 

Throughout the summer and fall, Canton saw progress and perseverance in spite of a pandemic.  
Graham Hospital continued to add to and improve their facility, even while being the front line for the 
coronavirus.  Most restaurants created outdoor dining spaces.  Businesses found new and creative ways to 
market and do business.  And we watched a new MidAmerica National Bank rise from an empty parking 
lot to a beautiful new financial institution.  

The City welcomed a new alderwoman, Andra Chamberlin.  Public Works received a sizeable grant for a 
new dump truck/snow plow. Last year’s improvements to Canton Lake and Campground have rewarded 
us with the most profitable season ever.  And at this time, our city finances are holding strong, better than 
many communities in our area.

I want to thank every one of our City employees for giving their all 
during this impossible year.  Without their dedication to serving our 
community, we would not fare as well as we have.  

Mayor Kent A. McDowell  

2020- Keep Safe and Carry On
by Mayor Kent McDowell
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SPOON RIVER COLLEGE SPOON RIVER COLLEGE 
ANNUAL UPDATEANNUAL UPDATE

Like all of us, Spoon River College has been impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic. We have responded to the pandemic by changing the way our courses 
and student services were delivered this fall.  Likewise, we are planning the same 
formats for the spring 2021 semester. This spring, the College will be offering some 
classes on campus, while other classes will be a blend of online and face to face, 
and there will be classes that will be completely online. We want to give students 
options. We have taken a number of precautionary steps to ensure our students, 
faculty, and staff are safe on campus.

Throughout the pandemic, we have taken time to review what we have learned and have planned for changes 
that will need to be made in the future. We are paying close attention to the needs of our communities and our 
employers. We are discussing how to provide additional on-the-job training programs, delivering new career 
planning tools that anyone can utilize, and reviewing programs to ensure our students have the skills they need 
to transfer to a 4 year college or university, and start their career.

As we move forward, I predict the demand for short-term education and training will be greater.  These short-
term programs will help individuals get back into the workplace quickly.  Spoon River College is responsive to 
the requests and needs of our local businesses, communities, and residents, and we will continue to increase the 
number of short-term and continuing education programs offered. 

Since 1959, Canton Community College/Spoon River College has always been known for helping students 
succeed. We take very seriously our responsibility to provide a high quality, affordable education that improves 
the lives of our students and strengthens our communities. We are always studying how to best serve our 
students and our communities.

Our mission at Spoon River College is to provide innovative learning opportunities that enhance the quality of 
life in the communities we serve.  I am proud of our faculty and staff who have continued to develop innovative 
strategies to help our students succeed.  

As we move forward, a number of challenges 
still await us as an institution, but I am confident 
that we will become an even stronger college. 
Our ability to embrace change while staying 
focused on our mission will be our road map in 
the future.

Thank you for your support of your community 
college, and we look forward to taking you 
where you want to go.  

Curt Oldfield ~ President
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COVID AND SPORTS: COVID AND SPORTS: 
To Play or Not to PlayTo Play or Not to Play

Since the advent of the COVID virus public schools throughout the country have been upended in 
a tangled and tortuous dichotomy of deciding if they should allow student athletes to participate in 
competitive events. For example, the Illinois High School Association (IHSA) has recently been 
deadlocked in a skirmish with Governor JB Pritzker in deciding if their boys’ and girls’ basketball seasons 
should be played.  On one side, the IHSA has repeatedly attempted to engage the governor and the Illinois 
Department of Public Health in a discourse to obtain clarification on health safety rules for basketball 
competitions.  In response, the Governor elevated basketball from a medium risk category sport to a high 
risk category – essentially killing the season for student athletes.   Stunned, the IHSA convened a meeting 
with their governing board and publicly stated that they were encouraging their member schools to defy 
the governor’s executive order and conduct a basketball season.  Finally, in an attempt to deescalate the 
controversy, the IHSA invited Governor Pritzker to meet with the IHSA board, the Illinois Principals 
Association executive director, the Illinois Association of School Administrators executive director, 
and “a coalition of 200 superintendents who recently contacted Pritzker’s office about sports.”  Not 
surprisingly, Governor Pritzker has declined the IHSA offer to attend their board meeting. To date both 
sides remain in a standoff.  

Probably the biggest tragedy of the entire controversy is the disruption it has caused for individual school 
districts.  For example, schools are already dealing with an overburden system of exhausted teachers, 
parents frustrated with on-line learning, and the constant battle of quarantines and infections of students 
and staff.  To exacerbate an already over stressed system school boards are now finding themselves under 
attack from those demanding a confrontation with the Governor and the State of Illinois.  Unfortunately, 
most people don’t understand what the ramifications would be to any school district that chooses to defy 
the Governor’s disaster proclamation.

Why not confront Governor Pritzker, defy his disaster proclamation, and play a season of boys and 
girls basketball?  I can’t tell you how many times I have heard that exact question over the past few 
weeks.  First and foremost, any confrontation with the State of Illinois would be grossly problematic for 
any state-funded school district in Illinois. For example, any deliberate attempt to circumnavigate state 
law by a school district could jeopardize their state funding.  Simply put, the state could withhold all 
state school funding.  Similarly, there is also a liability issue for school districts that choose to discount 
state health laws.  For instance, most insurance carriers exclude coverage for COVID 19 infections.  
In addition, if an individual becomes infected with COVID 19 at a prohibited district event, then the 
district is automatically negligent for not following state health laws.  This is questionable for the district 
since permanent health problems would be compensable for the lifetime of a patient.  The monetary 
compensation for such a scenario would be an immensely expensive liability for district taxpayers.

In closing, like the COVID 19 virus itself, high school sports has become complex and abstract.  For 
example, there are so many prohibitions and rules governing practices and competitions to prevent 
the spread of COVID 19.  School officials are apprehensive in fear of losing funding or, god forbid, 
experiencing an outbreak among student athletes.  It is our hope and desire that the COVID 19 crisis will 
soon be over so we our district may return to a sense of normalcy.  

Rolf Sivertsen ~ Superintendent of Canton Schools
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2020 REFLECTION 2020 REFLECTION 
SPOON RIVER PARTNERSHIPSPOON RIVER PARTNERSHIP

FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTFOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

This past year has been one that we won’t soon forget. There have been many 
challenges, but I know that we will continue to be resilient and get through this 
together. Although there have been several events cancelled for this year, and 
businesses having to follow new rules, schools not meeting in person, etc. try to 
remember it is for the safety of everyone in our area. I greatly look forward to 
2021 because I know there are brighter days ahead for all of us!

I wanted to share a few items with you that could be resources for businesses in 
our area, and share a little more about the REDI planning process that we have 
been working through since early 2019:

This past summer the Spoon River Partnership for Economic Development applied for and was awarded a 
grant from USDA Rural Development. The grant was awarded to SRPED to be used for Revolving Loan 
Funds for small businesses in Canton/Fulton County. We are excited to have this new opportunity for our 
local business owners, and look forward to reviewing applications! These Loans are typically set on a 5-year 
term at a 1% interest rate.

SRPED has also been working with Purdue University, 
University of Kentucky, USDA, and University of Illinois 
Extension on a Rural Economic Development Initiative 
otherwise known as a “REDI Plan”. This initiative was 
designed to support regionalized planning to overcome multi-
jurisdictional challenges and to better leverage federal, state, 
local and/or private funding. The REDI Planning process will 
be completed and finalized around the first part of 2021.

“Perseverance is not a long race; it is many short races one after the other” – Walter Elliot

Executive Director, Cole McDaniel
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