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Wow! What an amazing Bicentennial Celebration Week! What did you participate in during the
10-day celebration? What was your favorite event? There were SO many!

As a Chamber, we were honored to kick off  the Bicentennial Opening Ceremony during the 34
Annual Canton Cruise In in downtown Canton on Friday, June 20 . That night as the
Bicentennial flag was being raised underneath our American Flag, I felt a sense of pride I have
not felt in a while. As the Bicentennial week unfolded, that pride continued, in fact, it continued
to grow for our community. Did you feel it?  So many from our community volunteered their
time, sang in the Dust Bowl Era Concert, performed in The Chautauqua and Cemetery Walk,
entertained us with concerts, created displays of history, watched the unveiling of the Time
Capsule from 1925, enjoyed the ice cream social, created a memory during the Parade of
History, ran or walked in the 5K Run/Walk, attended an amazing Doors concert, and closed out
the celebration week with the Bicentennial flag coming down on June 29 . It truly was a magical
time for the City of Canton. 
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There have been a handful of people commenting on how nice it would be to have activities like
what happened during the Bicentennial all year long. I could not agree more, however, the
Bicentennial committee took four, almost 5 years, to plan those 10 days, and there were many
generous people who donated the funds needed to host (and pay for) such amazing events. Now
that the Bicentennial Committee is officially done planning events, it will be up to other
organizations, businesses, and individuals to step up and plan (and cover costs) for multiple
events. It can be done! Out of our office, the Canton Area Chamber and Canton Main Street
host many of the events that happen downtown for the community, which take months of
planning (and many sponsorships), and another great example is the Canton Park District who
offers many activities throughout the year for both children and adults. Many churches plan
Vacation Bible School, organizations plan outings, bars plan concerts, but there is room for
more! 

One of the exciting things to come next summer will be Music in the Plaza. The new
construction of the Opera House Plaza will hopefully be done in September of this year, and we
look forward to doing a grand opening and breaking in the new, large stage that will be a part of
the plaza. We will be looking for musical performers to bring live music and possibly live theater
to our downtown, so be looking for more information to come on this exciting future
entertainment! 

Be a part of making the next 100 years in Canton a great place to continue to live, work and for
sure play.....and be entertained! 

Executive Director Carla Bobell



WELCOME NEW MEMBER 
GILLAM’S PRODUCE

Gillam’s Produce is a family owned and operated business located at 25171 N Rawalts Rd in
Canton. Gillam’s Produce spans a plot of over 20 acres, and it offers apples, strawberries,
pumpkins, flowers, and other assorted fruits and vegetables.
 

Dave and Kim Gillam are the owners of Gillam’s Produce. Dave grew up on an apple orchard
named Pleasant Row Orchard in Cuba, IL. His parents, Leroy and Ruthe Gillam, taught him
how to care for apple trees, make cider, and how to grow other various fruits and vegetables. He
decided to carry on the family business in Canton when he and Kim started their own apple
orchard in 1989. Other fruits and vegetables were added over the years as the business grew.
Gillam’s Produce primarily offers its produce at the Canton Farmers’ Market and on the Spoon
River Drive in Canton.
 

Produce is generally offered between June and October. Strawberries typically start near
Memorial Day and are available for two to three weeks, depending on the weather. Strawberries
have traditionally been offered via u-pick or by placing phone orders. Vegetables and flowers
become available near the end of June and early July and last through September. Next up are
pumpkins and apples, which are usually available between late August to mid October.
 

Gillam daughter, Marissa Feenstra, expanded the business to include cut flowers in 2023.
Flower events such as Fill-A-Pumpkin and U-pick will be offered throughout the season.
Flower U-pick events have been popular for those who want to spend time outdoors, walk
through a field of flowers, and make their own arrangements. A list of flower u-pick events is
available on the Gillam’s Produce Facebook page and on the Gillam’s Produce website.
Individuals who do not prefer to pick their own flowers will have opportunities to order flowers
via our website as early as July, or by stopping by the Canton Farmers’ Market to pick up a
fresh bouquet.

Keep up on
available produce,

events, and more at
gillamsproduce.com

or by visiting the
Gillam’s Produce

Facebook and
Instagram pages.

Gillam’s Produce

Gillamsproduce

Dave & Kim Gillam ~ Marissa & Alex Feenstra

https://www.gillamsproduce.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php/?id=100094644796826
https://www.instagram.com/gillamsproduce/?fbclid=IwY2xjawLXU6tleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFZZVdydWl2TTRNNGVEWkRMAR706PYrG2Qida-laGwVIn_UmStDELUC52rw5UrSnjwYR2qmzXbL3c30T_GCXA_aem_8BeWteVq3WY6o6KXreP-KQ


CITY OF CANTON REFLECTION 
OF BICENTENNIAL

The best part of this celebration was the sense of community that came out so strongly. The
wonderful people of Canton, who were so proud to be a part these events, who volunteered
their time to help on our hottest weeks of the season, who took part in as many events as their
schedules could allow. So many homes and businesses who took the time and expense to
decorate with flags and banners. People who made the effort to clean and repaint and repair.
Flower planters that appeared at businesses that had never been before. Our very own Public
Works crews who really took on a multitude of additional projects to be sure our downtown
looked its best. Everyone working together and being proud of our city.

Together, let’s carry this sense of pride forward, keep it going. Everyone working together to
make Canton a great place to live. This is what will propel us into the future as a strong
community that is attractive and progressive.

Mayor Kent McDowell

What a June it has been, with the many celebrations for
Canton’s 200th birthday. From my viewpoint as Mayor,
those ten days had my calendar full of events to attend and
competitions to judge. I could not be more satisfied with
the community members that the City appointed five years
ago to organize this huge celebration. Everyone I speak
with is in agreement, that these six committee members
went above and beyond to dream up not just a few, but a
total of 40 events. It was a huge undertaking, and they
managed every detail to perfection. They succeeded in
weaving Canton’s rich history throughout everything,
coming up with truly something for everyone’s enjoyment,
and leaving us all with memories to talk about for years.

Send a Thank You
to Public Works, City Council,

or Bicentennial Committee
to 2 N. Main Street
Canton, IL. 61520



CANTON CRUISE IN WINNERS 2025

Mayor’s Choice
Mayor’s Choice

1970 Mercury Cyclone Spoiler
owned by Leonard Barnard. 

Mayor McDowell is pictured with
Leonard's son, Eric Barnard

Sponsors Choice - Category - Motorcycle
WINNER: 1965 Harley FLH owned by

Tom Boyer from Yates City
Sponsors Judge was from 

Windshield Specialists 

Sponsors Choice - Category - 1959 & Older
WINNER: 1958 Chevy Impala owned by Fred Jones from St. David

Sponsors Judges were from Apex Seed Company LLC 

Motorcycle

1959 & Older

https://www.facebook.com/apexseedcompany/
https://www.windshieldspecialistsil.com/


Sponsors Choice - Category - 1960 - 1979
WINNER: 1966 Ford Thunderbird owned by Doug & Mary Wagner from Amboy, IL

Sponsors Judges were from Pizza Hut in Canton & Dee Clark-State Farm Agent 

CANTON CRUISE IN WINNERS 2025

1960 - 1979

1980 & Newer

Sponsors Choice - Category - 1980 & Older
WINNER: 2021 Ram Truck TRX owned by Kyle Benson from Farmington

Sponsors Judges were from TBK Bank  

https://www.facebook.com/PizzaHutCantonEChestnutSt/
https://www.facebook.com/deeclarkagency
https://www.tbkbank.com/locations/bank-801-n-main-st-canton-il/


THANK YOU TO OUR CRUISE IN SPONSORS

MAJOR SPONSORS

Special Thank you to....

Agent Dee Clark

Providing Music & 
Sound during the Cruise In

Providing trophies, t-shirts
& more for the Cruise In

Providing Bicentennial 
Banners very last minute

https://www.facebook.com/PizzaHutCantonEChestnutSt/
https://www.tbkbank.com/locations/bank-801-n-main-st-canton-il/
https://deeclark.net/
https://www.windshieldspecialistsil.com/
https://www.facebook.com/apexseedcompany/
https://www.facebook.com/CitadelGutters/
https://www.davisford.net/
https://www.buckheartsolar.com/
https://www.illinoisriverroad.org/
https://davis-autocenter.com/
https://www.carwise.com/auto-body-shops/orwig-auto-body-inc-canton-il-61520/474711
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php/?id=61572102730648
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61574495833012
https://www.facebook.com/CamillesofCanton
https://deeclark.net/


THANK YOU TO CRUISE IN SPONSORS 2025

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

Nick Wright

Canton NAPA

Chuck Taylor

https://theloftrehab.com/the-loft-of-canton/
https://www.hockercpa.com/
https://www.facebook.com/thebrewcanton
https://www.facebook.com/BankofFarmingtonIL
https://www.facebook.com/AssociatesInDentistryIL
https://www.arthossler.com/
https://www.barnhartlaw.net/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555427696437
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php/?id=61558861029771
https://www.napaonline.com/en/IL/Canton/store/27570?cid=pl_jobber_bing_dac_27570_ao&cid=affiliate_conversions_Skimlinks.com-2116208_rakuten_brand_05/2023&ranMID=50383&ranEAID=TnL5HPStwNw&ranSiteID=TnL5HPStwNw-7mgCoazfsZKbC8wTS3W4uA
https://locations.jimmyjohns.com/il/canton/sandwiches-4034.html
https://www.goodwillpeo.org/thrift-stores-canton-il/
https://www.midnatbank.com/
https://rhoadesrealtors.com/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Monicals-Pizza-of-Canton/100042383871247/
https://agents.countryfinancial.com/usa/il/canton/nicholas-wright?fbclid=IwY2xjawLXzTlleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFXSGhBeDdrcmx6Q2txU040AR6zmTFITFXBLN3jnR69v9yAJeoqmB1_uk5lElW2r8yjkt802XAx6PPO2Hn3-Q_aem_ttrqN_cV5Uo_e9QLcy5d1A
https://www.chucktaylorinsurance.com/
https://www.stinauerfamilydentistry.com/
https://westcentralpowersports.com/
https://www.fullerjewelrystore.com/


CANTON BICENTENNIAL

Congratulations to Chamber Member winners of
the Bicentennial parade! 

Snowman’s Reindeer
Farm

Canton Park District

MidAmerica 
National Bank

https://www.facebook.com/CantonParkDistrict
https://www.facebook.com/snowmansreindeer
https://www.facebook.com/MidAmericaNationalBank
https://www.facebook.com/snowmansreindeer
https://www.facebook.com/snowmansreindeer
https://www.facebook.com/CantonParkDistrict
https://www.facebook.com/MidAmericaNationalBank
https://www.facebook.com/MidAmericaNationalBank
https://www.facebook.com/MidAmericaNationalBank


CANTON BICENTENNIAL MEMORIES



https://members.cantonillinois.org/events/details/get-lit-triva-night-fundraiser-for-holiday-lightshow-8411?calendarMonth=2025-07-01


Served Pizza 
Buffet!



CHUCK TAYLOR

150% Club members

McCarthy & Jackson, LLC
Attorneys at Law

BIg Brother Big Sisters

https://theloftrehab.com/
https://www.facebook.com/apexseedcompany/
https://www.legion.org/
https://www.arthossler.com/
https://disbtq.com/
https://camillesofcantoninc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/cantoncommunityconcert/?locale=gn_PY
https://www.hendrickstruckingandmaterials.com/
https://www.cefcu.com/
https://www.kiwanis.org/?gclid=Cj0KCQiA1rSsBhDHARIsANB4EJZyfs899YX4LLYoA1rx_aLxdORZWQ_9SfQMVVk1iF-ODGpdL9bNfRgaAgjFEALw_wcB
https://www.monicals.com/locations/monicals-pizza-of-canton/
https://www.oakshinesfuneralhome.com/
https://www.osfhealthcare.org/
https://www.mstutz.com/
https://puregreenlawnservices.com/
https://www.fultoncountyseptic.com/
https://www.hockercpa.com/
https://www.chucktaylorinsurance.com/?cmpid=bzcr_blm_0001
https://www.fultoncountyhousingauthority.org/
https://timbuktech.com/
https://www.facebook.com/jacksofcanton/
https://wmthcc.com/
https://www.bebignow.org/?utm_medium=sem&utm_campaign=BBBS_Brand&utm_source=google&gclid=Cj0KCQiA1rSsBhDHARIsANB4EJaYTFz2K68BnCYl4ruODdu8tPYOYc7M6WIf8q8qNThhArSV_anNgREaAmQXEALw_wcB
https://www.facebook.com/reddogcf/
https://www.amfam.com/
https://nagleaccountingtax.com/
https://www.civicdigitaldisplays.com/
https://www.midnatbank.com/home
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100054500829224
https://www.barnhartlaw.net/
https://www.legacymediagroup.org/
https://axlinepharmacy.com/
https://www.facebook.com/billys.tap/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Old-Dog-LLC/100089540141112/
https://www.servpro.com/locations/il/servpro-of-north-central-tazewell-county-peoria-galesburg-and-macomb?utm_medium=yext&utm_source=bing
https://mccarthyjacksonllc.com/


Scott Miller
Phil Miller

Tony Rolando
Otto Stephenitch

Kevin Meade
Kevin & Debbie Stephenson

John Clark
Harold Jump

 150%  club
Individual Members

150% Club members

Tom Conklin 

Trinity Lutheran Church/Canton

http://dempsterinsurance.com/
https://www.buckheartsolar.com/
https://www.facebook.com/cantonhelpinghands/
https://www.ncbhs.org/
https://www.advrehab.com/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Fulton-County-EMA-100057348764154/?locale=fo_FO
https://www.stinauerfamilydentistry.com/
https://cantonpark.org/
https://fiberfastnow.com/
https://www.fwslawyers.com/
https://snowmansreindeer.com/
https://www.holthausroofing.com/
https://www.walmart.com/
https://www.facebook.com/fultondemocrat.il/
https://crawfordshomefurnishings.com/
https://www.elks.org/
https://www.tncinsure.com/
https://www.pvc2020.com/
http://business.galesburg.org/list/member/galesburg-broadcasting-co-250.htm
https://ipavastatebank.com/Locations/
https://oakdalevetcenter.com/
https://cantonfamilyymca.org/
https://www.thebistro101.com/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61553486847722
https://spoonriveranimalclinic.com/
https://www.conklinsf.com/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Orwig+Auto+Body+Inc./@40.5595998,-90.0647264,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x87e02be69cd7d8f7:0xcaa20107066b6060!8m2!3d40.5595998!4d-90.0647264!16s%2Fg%2F1v29cky9?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDEyNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.redcross.org/local/illinois/about-us/locations/central-illinois.html
https://www.facebook.com/CitadelGutters/
https://comebackeracademy.com/
https://www.grahamhealthsystem.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityCantonIL/
https://www.conklinsf.com/
https://www.conklinsf.com/
https://www.mytrinitylutheran.org/


CHAMBER CHAMPIONS

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

https://www.midnatbank.com/home
https://www.cefcu.com/?&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiA2eKtBhDcARIsAEGTG408VAur6_sgwNZ4w-hFUBMPpXG9bsRHhD8fzva3utKtG_Pv2Thh2mwaAl5yEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds

