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2025 was a productive and very 

busy year. Besides working hard on 

the Bicentennial program presented 

by the center, we were able, with 

Graham Hospital's aid, to increase 

our area space by 50%. 

This expansion involved eliminating 

entry doors, knocking out walls, 

putting up new ones, scraping floors, 

constructing entry cabinetry, closing 

in old reception areas, redoing ceil­

ing tiles, adding electrical outlets 

and a power pole at the entry desk. 

All this resulted in dedicated rooms 

for mining and agriculture and an 

enlarged entry room as well as a 

separate room for reading and 

research materials. While all this 

was going on the board was not 

idle in its efforts to better display 

items. 

We had nearly 40 individuals do­

nate items this year. While not go­

ing into detail or naming the donor 

or lender, a listing would include the 

following: an l 840 Land Grant 

Deed, Canton Magazine issues, a 

l 905 marriage certificate, a P & 0 

steel single bottom plow, painting of 

the Canton Square by Ralph Thomp­

son, books and Canton historic data, 

period dress and farm tools, spoons 

and dishes related to historic sites, as 

well as a two-wheeled P & 0 wagon 

that dates back at least 135 years 

ago. 

Mainly through the efforts of Mike 

Walters, Acquisitions Committee Chair, 

several large glass cabinets were 

obtained and now display the contents 

of the 1925 Time Capsule. There are 

a variety of items including letters, 

books, buttons, Centennial programs, 

newspapers, articles, photos and more. 

Copies of the items are available for 

reading and viewing. It is possible to 

arrange a copy be made for personal 

ownership. 

While 2025 was more than just event­

ful, we will not sit back in the New 

Year. Instead, we will look for oppor­

tunities; we will seek new or innovative 

presentation devices and displays. 

More items will be sought for the min­

ing and agriculture rooms, as well as 

for all our exhibits -- hoping to recall 

events, activities, businesses, buildings 

or endeavors of the past. 

Speaking of things of the past, which is 

what we do as a museum, we often 

think of things or events that no longer 

exist, or things that amused us or have 

changed dramatically over the years. 

I've recalled car dealerships and furni­

ture stores in previous newsletters. Do 

you remember how many drug stores 

were located on the square, or 

women's clothing outlets, or hardware 

stores? Do you recall all the grocery 

stores and gas stations? Can you name 

the places selling ice cream? Is there a 

place with special meaning to you? 

The Museum Newsletter 

Write us and tell us the stories ... 

special memories, something that has 

changed, or you found amusing, or a 

place that no longer exists. 

Send your remembrance to me at 

Canton Area Heritage Center, P.O. 

Box 526, Canton, IL 61520. We 

might publish your remembrance in a 

separate column. Please include your 

maiden name and current city. We 

reserve the right to edit or modify 

the remembrance to fit our space 

requirements. 

And, we'll hope to see you at the 

museum in 2026! 

Jack Pollitt, Chair

NOTE: The museum will be 

closed for month of January 

Guided Tours. If your visiting family 

or community organization would like 

to tour the museum during January, 

you may contact us to set a specific 

date and time. Our phone and email 

address are listed in next column. 

Membership Drive is still active. The 

nominal fee of $20 (individual) or 

$35 (family) membership entitles you 

to four Museum Newsletters and 

special announcements. Find a short 

form on page 4. 

WHY HISTORY? "History shows us how 

to behave. History teaches, reinforces 

what we believe in, what we stand 

for .... History is -- or should be -­

the bedrock of patriotism, not the 

chest-pounding kind of patriotism, 

but the real thing, Ion of country." 

David McCullough, Historian & Author 

Jan. - Feb. - Mar. 2026 

Special points of interest 

BICENTENNIAL PHOTOS ON FACE­

BOOK, Canton Illinois Bicentennial 

2025 

• CONTACT MUSEUM, 

PHONE (309) 647-2242 OR EMAIL 

CAHCPO 19@ATT.NET 

• ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

CONTINUES FOR 2026 - SEE FoRM 

ON PAGE 4. JOIN US, WON'T YOU? 
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Susan has been an active member of the Little Giant Booster Club

since 197S, serving as President for two stints, 1989-2001 and 2004-

200S. Susan's community awards include Little Giant Booster of the

Year in 1977 and the Canton Citizen of the Year award in 1994. She 

was presented the State Master Gardener Award for Sustained

Excellence in 2020. 

Last summer, Susan played a pivotal role in documenting and displaying 

HAPPY NEW the treasures from the 192S time capsule. Her efforts made it possible to 

YEAR! 

Editor's Note: I've asked our newest board members, Susan Walters and 

Ken Long, to introduce themselves. Susan has been volunteering with us for 

eight years, along with her husband Mike, as they research and produce our 

annual Cemetery Walks. Ken Long's volunteering has been more recent, 

working on displays and Canton's Bicentennial museum events and helping 

staff the museum since 2024. 

Meet Susan Walters 

showcase these historical artifacts at the Canton Heritage Center. 

Meet Ken Long 

I was born and raised in Canton and attended Canton schools. My grand­

fathers and father were employed at International Harvester. My mother 

also worked there until I was born. Upon completing my education, I 

embarked on a career at The National Bank of Canton/ MidAmerica Na­

tional Bank that was completed with retirement in 20 17 from my position 

as Executive Vice President/CFO. 

My wife Nina is also a Canton native with family ties to the coal mining 

industry. We raised our two children in Canton. In retirement, I keep 

busy fishing, especially up north. We have four active grandkids who have 

many activities to follow. 

I became involved with the museum to learn more about Canton's history 

and to assist with the museum's support. 

 HOLIDAY DISPLAY & MERRY MINGLE EVENT 

   We participated in Canton Main Street's Merry Mingle. Specifically, the 

Susan Walters, an active community figure, has been passionately  museum was a stop on the 40 & 8 Trolley route. Visitors saw antique 

involved in various local organizations since 1975. Currently, she  ornaments and vintage decorations along with our permanent displays. 

serves as the President of the Canton Park District, where she 

has been a board member for 30 years. Alongside her husband, 

Mike Walters, they owned the magnificent Orendorff Mansion 

and are dedicated to preserving Canton's rich local history. Their 

family includes two sons, Chris and Cade Walters, along with 

four charming granddaughters: Olivia and Jaiden Walters, Kelsey 

Longknecker, and Addie Emmons. 

After nurturing her family, Susan decided to pursue further edu­

cation as a non-traditional student. She graduated from Spoon 

River College and Western Illinois University, where she earned 

a secondary teaching degree in History, Magna Cum Laude, in 

1999. 

Susan has been the bookkeeper at Canton Automotive Parts/ 

Napa since 1989 and at Walters Law Office, Ltd. since 1999. 

Organizations benefiting from her leadership are Fulton 

County Master Gardener Program; since 2008 she has dedi­

cated over 2500 hours (e.g., Jones Park Renovation and the Lake­

land Veterans Memorial); the First Christian Church as Sun­

day School teacher, Vacation Bible School Director, Deacon, 

member of the Property Committee, and Church Board Secre­

tary, 2003 to 2015. Walters has also been on the YWCA 

Board and served as its president. 

(Left) Antique jewelry tree and glove boxes decorated with poinsettia. Two visitors to 

the museum during Main Street's Merry Mingle were Logan Fry and Lily Abernathy of 

Canton. (Right) P & 0 Plow Works cart, on loan by Kevin and Austin Tarter, was just 

right to display collectibles, Santa book and hand-made table runner 
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