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Your Chamber Ambassadors 

are here for your business.
Scott Anderson, SR Preassure Washing
Emylee Bitner, Bank of Farmington
Samantha Braden, Rhoades Real Estate
Bobby Brown, Flat Branch Home Loans
Rachel Bundy, Graham Health System
Joe Christian, MidAmerica National Bank
Stephen Clark, Town and Country Insurance
Jason Coulter, Big Cat’s Bowls
Kiley Davis-Crouse, Davis Buick GMC
Sherri Delost, Jim Maloof Realtor
Sandy Edsall, Davis Ford
Kim Fischer, Canton Harvester Inn
Jace Fletcher, Shelter Insurance
Jake Secrist, Mid Century Fiber
Jeromie Hale, Bistro 101
Seth Klinedinst, Crawford’s Home Furnishings

John Lemon - Rise Canton
Dave Lewis, Dave Lewis Studio, Ltd.
Taryn Mellert, Spoon River Electric
JJ Montgomery - Mel’s Sporting Goods
Amanda Reed, MidAmerica National Bank
Chase Shawgo, Ipava State Bank
Codi Swibold, Hy-Vee Food Stores
Dr. AJ Thum, Associates in Dentistry
Nick Wright, Country Financial

A Special Week for the Canton Chamber
by: Carla Bobell, Executive Director

                                               

WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS

JD STREETT

The Canton Area Chamber of Commerce will be celebrating 
the National Chamber of Commerce week from September 12 
through the 16th, 2022. This is really not a celebration for the 
Chamber office, it is a celebration of all the wonderful 
members who are a part of the Canton Chamber. 

This year we plan to do an open house at our new office 
location at 48 N. Main Street on 
Wednesday, September 14th from 
4 to 6 pm, with an official ribbon 
cutting at 4:30 pm. This is some-
thing we did not get done when 
we moved into our new office in 
June of 2021. 

All current members are welcome to attend and we want to 
especially invite new potential members to attend. Come and 
find out why joining this team of likeminded business owners 
would be a huge benefit to your business. I encourage you to 
go visit the Chamber website for more details about the 
Canton Area Chamber of Commerce at cantonillinois.org.

The Canton Area Chamber of Commerce has been serving 
Canton and the surrounding communities since 1925. It is 
a strong, vibrant, solid organization that values leadership, 
excellence, integrity and innovation and will continue to serve 
this community. 

Come join the team!

See more details on 
Chamber Open House 

on page 5
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EXECUTIVE BOARD
President - Jana Emmons, Ipava State Bank

Vice President - Chad Holloway,  OSF HealthCare
Treasurer - Chad Murphy, Spoon River College

Secretary - Erin Watson, Watson Center for Wellness

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Business and Community Development

Jason Gumbart, Apex Seed Company

Government Affairs
Jay Valencia, Canton High School

Member & Public Relations
Diane Bell, Di’s Boutique

Ashton Dare, MidAmerica National Bank
Maggie Cecil, Edward Jones

Jason Elwell, Peculiar Projects
Larrilyn Hall, Wee-Ma-Tuk Hills Country Club

Renee Lewis, Jim Maloof Realtor
Lacey Neal, Rock Valley Physical Therapy

Whitney Parrish, Barnhart, Tinsman & Associates
Alesia Shaw, Graham Health System

Lauren Keets, Student Representative

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS
Jon Johnson, Canton Park District

Mayor Kent McDowell, City of Canton
Superintendent Tad Derenzy, CUSD #66

President Curt Oldfield, Spoon River College

STAFF
Executive Director - Carla Bobell

Assistant Director - Caitlin Mason

48 N. Main Street, Canton, IL 61520
(309) 647-2677

cantonareachamber@gmail.com

COME AND JOIN US!

HOSTED THIS MONTH BY:

Thursday, September 15
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Food, beverages, fun, giveaways and networking!

Network 
Night!

!

Refreshments provided by: Treats provided by: Food provided by:

           Cornerstone
Cafe

 Location will be at MidAmerica
National Bank

West Elm Street in Canton100

Q:  Can you join the Canton Area Chamber of 
Commerce at any time during the year? 

A: Yes! There is not a set month that is required 
to join the Chamber. The process to join is very 
simple. Fill out a membership application and 
pay the membership dues. Once that is complete 
in whichever month you finish this process that 
becomes your official renewal month every year. 
The Chamber office sends out a reminder of 
your membership dues the month before they 
are due each year so you don’t have to always 
remember. 

If you are interested in joining the 
Canton Area Chamber of Commerce, feel free to 
reach out with your questions by contacting us: 

Phone: 309-647-2677 
Email: cantonareachamber@gmail.com 

Website: www.cantonillinois.org 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERWELCOME NEW MEMBER
The Canton Area Chamber of Commerce is excited to welcome Barton Tax & Accounting to the 
Chamber team. Barton Tax & Accounting is a new business located on the west side of the square in 
downtown Canton and owner, Gabe Barton, is the accountant. 

Gabe graduated from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign with a degree in Accountancy and 
has spent the past 24 years working for Caterpillar Inc. in a variety of Accounting and Human Resource 
roles before making the decision to open up his own accounting business. Barton Tax & Accounting 
offers many services including:

 
 General ledger maintenance
  Accurate recording of business transactions
  Bank account and credit card reconciliation
  Financial statement development and interpretations
 Account Payable
  Bill payments to vendors/others
 Accounts Receivables
  Client invoicing
  Accounts collections
 Payroll
  Employee pay processing (direct check or paper check)
  Annual W-2 processing and filing
  All applicable federal and state deposits and tax filings
 Sales tax
  Deposits and tax filings 
 Income tax preparation
  Business and individual 

Gabe and his fiancée, Mandy Kosowski are the ones who recently opened Georgia Rae’s at 54 N. Main 
Street. The Barton Tax & Accounting business is located in the rear of Georgia Rae’s with its very own 
secluded office to keep meetings private. Gabe is now accepting new clients for small businesses and 
individuals. Contact Gabe at Barton Tax & Accounting to let them help you and your business. 

Contact Barton Tax & Accounting
309-299-8125

barton.payrolltax@gmail.com

Office Hours 10 am - 4 pm
Or by appointment
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERWELCOME NEW MEMBER
Canton Area Chamber of Commerce is excited to welcome new member LINE-X of Canton!  Located on 
the North side of Canton, on East Alder Road right behind the Davis Ford dealership, this business is in 
high demand and opened June 1st.

For those of you who have pickup trucks, you know that wear and tear happens quickly on the bed.  
LINE-X truck bed liners are the answer to protecting your vehicle, and increasing the workability and lon-
gevity of your truck’s life.  LINE-X is more than a product or truck accessory shop, it’s a promise to deliver 
exceptional value, support, performance and peace of mind. LINE-X’s mission is about being tough, inno-
vative and purposeful.  The new Line-X facility is also a full auto-body repair shop and continues to repair 
vehicles using the same team from Davis-Buick GMC.  Customers will be experiencing the same great 
team and customer experience, but with the use of brand new state of the art equipment.

What might even be more surprising, is that the new LINE-X operation in Canton is run by a woman. 
Kiley Davis-Crouse has been an intrinsic part of developing LINE-X Canton, and continues in day to day 
management of the facility.  “Our team ensures every application is prepped and sprayed correctly, and 
inspected for quality control. Many of our products are backed by a Lifetime Warranty, no matter where 
you are in the country. When it comes to finding people and products to trust, we ask that you turn to us.”  
Davis-Crouse said.  She continues to work for the Davis-Ford dealership, and has done so since 2011.  
 
LINE-X is widely known as the market leader in spray-on truck bed liners, and with over 20 years of in-
dustry experience and technical expertise, the applicators are the best in the business. The LINE-X brand 
is passionate about protection and innovation, expanding LINE-X applications beyond bed liners into 
other areas of the automotive aftermarket — like specialty automotive coatings and accessories — as well 
as the commercial, industrial, and manufacturing realms. LINE-X products and people are up for almost 
any challenge. The Canton Area Chamber of Commerce welcomes this new and popular business to our 
community! 

Location: 71 E. ADLER ROAD, Canton
Contact:  309-226-4444  
Facebook Line-X of Canton Illinois

HOURS:
Monday-Friday:  8am-5pm
Saturday: By Appointment
Sunday: Closed
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NATIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE WEEKNATIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE WEEK
TO OUR MEMBERS:
We love our Chamber Members and 
we want to celebrate all of you during 
the National Chamber week. We 
would not be a Chamber without our 
Members so we want to say thank you 
for supporting your local Chamber 
every year. 

TO OUR COMMUNITY:
Did you know our small businesses 
are the ones who help the Chamber 
put on major community events like 
the Canton Cruise-In and the Taste of 
Canton? They choose to sponsor these 
events which helps us provide quality 
events to our community. 

Our Members are small businesses, 
large businesses, organizations, and 
even individuals.

During the week of September 12 
through the 16th we want to 
encourage everyone to thank our 
businesses for being here for us every 
day. You can also thank them when 
you shop local and give them a shout 
out on your Facebook page when you 
shop local. Be sure to tag the Canton 
Area Chamber of Commerce and you 
could win $50 in Chamber checks. 

All Current Members:
Attend the Open House and register to win $50 off your 

2023 Membership dues

All Potential New Members:
Get $50 off a New Membership during the month of September 

Executive Director
Carla Bobell
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AUTO PARTS
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CONGRATS TO L&L USED CARS ON 
50 YEARS IN BUSINESS
OR 
YOUNG PROFESSIONALS SOCIAL 
OUTING FLYER

MESSAGE FROM SPOON RIVER PARTNERSHIP MESSAGE FROM SPOON RIVER PARTNERSHIP 
FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTFOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

With the approval of the Business Development District 
(BDD) in Canton, there will be many new and exciting 
programs that will be available for existing businesses, new 
businesses, entrepreneurs, and much more. The Canton 
BDD will be used to help further build upon the wonderful 
businesses and assets that currently exist in our community, 
through direct and intentional programming and funding.

As we continue to develop programs and priorities within the 
BDD area, we are hoping to receive feedback on what is being 
developed and what other opportunities may exist that have 
not previously been discussed. To that end, you can expect 
to see a variety of meetings and opportunities over the next few months in Canton regarding the Business 
Development District planning and programming. I hope to hear from each and every business owner, 
and I am always happy to answer questions that currently exist.

Anyone who is interested in knowing more about the basics of a Business Development District can visit: 
https://www.tifillinois.com/business-development-districts.html

A hard copy of the Canton Business Development District Plan can be obtained by contacting Cole
McDaniel. A digital version and online access to the plan will be made available in the coming weeks, once 
the boundary is finalized and amended.

Join us for the next Breakfast Business 
Breakdown or B3. The Spoon River Partnership 
for Economic Development and the Canton Area 
Chamber of Commerce are partnering to bring 
business owners, business manager, and 
community leaders together to discuss and learn a variety of things 
related to business, community and collaboration. 

The first B3 happened on August 5th at The Venue located at 23 W. 
Pine Street in Canton and the topic was the Business Development 
District. The next B3 meeting is set for Friday, October 7th at 8 am 
at The Venue and will be done by 9 am.  

If your business would like to sponsor a breakfast that is served 
during these meetings, please contact Carla Bobell at 309-647-2677 
Ext 2 or email cbobell@cantonillinois.org. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE A MESSAGE FROM THE 
SUPERINTENDENT OF CUSD #66SUPERINTENDENT OF CUSD #66

Tad DeRenzy

Canton Friendship Canton Friendship FestivalFestival

Wednesday September 14, 15, 16 and 17
Fairgrounds by Linn Lanes in Canton

Parade is Saturday, September 17 at 10:00 am

It has been an exciting and wonderful start to the school year.  All fall 
activities are taking place and renovation projects are completed.  The track 
surfaces at Canton High School and Ingersoll middle school have been 
resurfaced.  All community members are welcome to utilize both tracks for 
walking and running.  Also, come out and support our students for Home-
coming on September 16th.  The Homecoming Parade will start at 3:30 p.m. 
and the P&O Band Club will be hosting a chili supper from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. The varsity football game will begin at 7:00 p.m.

This year the district continues to have late start times on every Wednesday.  
School busses will operate during their normal times and schools are still 

open at 7:30 a.m.  Students are welcome to 
come to school anytime between 7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. and breakfast 
will be offered at this time.

Over the past year Canton Schools have been working through the 
process of implementing Professional Learning Communities.  Work-
ing and learning in a PLC environment is a change in the culture of our 
schools.  PLC’s are focused on the big ideas:

1. A focus on learning.
2. A collaborative culture.
3. Results oriented that is focused on student achievement.

Teachers are currently working in collaborative teams to identify 
essential standards that all students will know. They are also creating 
common formative assessments for all subjects and these assessments 
will ensure that all students know the essential standards. 

                               Thank you for the continued support of Canton Union School District #66.
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